CHESAPEAKE

Morristown National His-
torical Park recently received a
$10,000 grant from the National
Park Foundation through the
NPS Expedition Into America
Program. The park will use the
money to conduct the first her-
baceous plant survey within
Morristown, as it has neither the
staff nor funding to conduct this
inventory by its own means.
Plant population ecology pro-
fessor Steven Handel of Rutgers
University is conducting the
survey based on a sampling de-
sign of his own. Dr. Handel’s
sampling method ensures that
all different habitats and forest



types are surveyed when flow-
ers are in bloom, facilitating
plant identification.

With volunteer help from the
Garden Club of America, Dr.
Handel and his staft conducted
the first survey in late April.
While Dr. Handel’s team en-
sured data quality, the volun-
teers enthusiastically assisted in
identifying many spring ephem-
erals and participated in other
hands-on fieldwork.

The information acquired
from the inventory will assist
the park in determining wheth-
er the number and variety of
herbaceous plants has declined
as a result of white-tailed deer
browsing and exotic species
spread. Also, volunteers will
gain a greater understanding of
park natural resource manage-
ment issues through their close
involvement with the program.

The interest, enthusiasm, and
knowledge demonstrated by
Garden Club of America mem-
bers proves that small parks lo-
cated in densely populated
areas can attract nearby volun-
teers to conduct biological in-
ventories. We are hoping that
this project will develop a com-
mitted pool of long-term vol-
unteers, who will continue to
survey and monitor plants in

the park.



