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Man and the Bio-
sphere Committee

met at Camp Hoover in Shen-
andoah National Park, Vir-
ginia, on July 25-26.
Approximately a dozen mem-
ber agencies attended, includ-
ing, for the first time, the
Bureau of Land Management.
The principal agenda items fo-
cused on the United States
Man and the Biosphere Pro-
gram (USMAB) response to
the final report of a blue rib-
bon commission, convened by
Man and the Biosphere Pro-
gram (MAB) Chairman Dean
Bibles earlier this year to re-
view MAB and recommend
future directions, and to allo-
cate remaining fiscal year 1995
funds.

The commission report
made numerous recommenda-
tions aimed at increasing MAB
visibility, financial and institu-
tional support from govern-
ment and the private sector, and
contributions to
e c o s y s t e m
sustainability. In
accepting the
commission’s re-
port, the commit-
tee…

1. adopted the
proposed mis-
sion and goal statement for
USMAB.

2. requested the chairman to
immediately convene special
task forces to assess and rec-
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ommend ways to better in-
tegrate components of MAB
(i.e., interdisciplinary ecosys-
tem-based research, regional
partnerships, biosphere re-
serves, and international net-
works) and substantially
increase MAB financial and
institutional support from
government and the private
sector.

3. increased its support of the
USMAB secretariat by hiring
a new clerical position and
placing a fellowship recipient
to coordinate the EcoNet
America Program. The chair
will continue efforts to ar-
range a detail from a mem-
ber agency to coordinate the
U.S. biosphere reserve pro-
gram (possibly in lieu of di-
rect annual contributions).

4. asked each federal agency to
recommend ways for
USMAB to strengthen its
support for MAB, for ex-
ample, through briefings of

senior management on MAB
accomplishments and new
directions.
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The 1995 MAB budget of
$1.1 million includes contribu-
tions from 11 federal agencies
and bureaus. The committee
allocated the remaining
$506,000 of unobligated funds
based on proposals from MAB
directorates and several
nonsolicited proposals (from
the secretariat and Human Bi-
ology Association).

The committee increased its
support of the Biosphere Re-
serve Directorate for develop-
ing the U.S. Biosphere Reserve
Program in accord with the
strategic plan approved last
year. The committee funded the
following projects:

1. Network review, including
preliminary gap analysis and
functional evaluation.

2. Second U.S. Biosphere Re-
serve Managers’ Workshop
(October 30-November 1).

3. Catalytic small grants to sup-
port development of U.S.
biosphere reserve partner-
ships and activities.
osphere Program 
ips between peop
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4. Brochure and slide presenta-
tion media development.

5. Biosphere Reserve Integrated
Monitoring Program support
for U.S. biosphere reserve
electronic directory,
MABFlora and MABFauna
databases, and network con-
nectivity strengthening.

6. United States-Russia coop-
erative watershed and eco-
system research.

7. International “targets of op-
portunity.”

The High Latitude Ecosys-
tems Directorate received sup-
port for a series of workshops
to present the results of com-
parative interdisciplinary re-
search on caribou
comanagement systems in the
United States and Canada. To
be held in Alaska, the presenta-
tions will be directed to federal

agencies, advisory councils, and
native wildlife management or-
ganizations.

The Marine and Coastal
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National Park, California, the
video explains the importance
of inventory and monitoring
work to park managers. For
more information on the video,
contact Larry Pointer at (970)
225-3541.

Integrated Pest
Management Findings

The Department of the Navy
recently evaluated its pest con-
trol programs through its envi-
ronmental compliance section
and found many shortcomings.
A quick review of some of the
common findings listed below
may help parks improve their
IPM programs.

• Unlabeled pesticide contain-
ers.

• Canceled products on
shelves.

• Improperly stored contain-
ers.

• Pesticide spills on floors and
shelves.

• Flammable pesticides not
stored in fire resistant locker.

• Respirator and cartridges
stored in mixing areas.

• Spill and evacuation plans
not in pest control shop.

• Pest management records
not on file.

• Copy of contractor business
certificate missing or expired.

• Depredation permit not on
file.

• Pest management plan not
approved or professionally
reviewed annually.

• Carpet and wood used in
storage room.

• Improper disposal of pesti-
cides.

• Reuse of empty pesticide
containers.

•Food presence in mixing and
storage areas.

• Staff smoking in storage and
mixing areas.

National Research
Needs Prioritized

The National Park Service
recently prioritized its needs for
National Biological Service re-
search for the preservation of
national park system natural
resources and other attributes.
The areas needing greatest at-
tention are listed in descending
priority order:

• Amphibian decline.
• Survey and ranking of

nonindigenous plants for
management and control.

• Effects of regional air pollut-
ants on park resources.

• Fish management impacts to
natural aquatic systems in na-
tional parks.

• Population trends and habi-
tats of neotropical migratory
birds in the parks.

• Effects of native animal spe-
cies overpopulation in parks.

• Development of protocols
for aquatic inventories, as-
sessments, and monitoring.

• Status of invertebrate
biodiversity and establish-
ment of monitoring methods
in national parks.

• Risk assessment of zebra
mussel establishment in na-
tional parks.

• Efficacy of replenishment
zones in restoring harvested
marine ecosystems. P
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• Brochures on USMAB and
the Biosphere Reserve Inte-
grated Monitoring Program
plore, demonstra
 their environmen
iplinary research.

plore, demonstra
 their environmen
iplinary research.

the second year of a three-yea
interdisciplinary study of acces
management strategies and ma
rine biodiversity.

The Temperate Ecosystem
Directorate received support fo
cooperation with MAB Ger
many on techniques for inte
grating social and biologica
information in assessing ecosys
tem change in biosphere re
serves.

The committee also ap
proved several new directorat
members: a BLM representa
tive will serve on the Biospher
Reserve Directorate; six new
members, including Gary Davi
from the NBS Channel Island
Field Station, will serve on th
Coastal-Marine Directorate
The committee also agreed t
continue supporting the na
tional committee, the six MAB
directorates, and U.S. participa
tion in biosphere reserve net
works (EcoNet America an
EuroMAB) and the Norther
Science Network.

New MAB publications
available from the MAB Secre
tariat, OES/ETC/MAB, SA
44C, Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20522-4401
(202) 776-8318; FAX (202) 776
8367, include:

• Biosphere Reserve Strategi
Plan
• Biosphere Reserves in Action
(12 U.S. case studies)

• La Selva Maya

Unpublished reports include,
a status report on Human
Dominated Ecosystems Re-
search on Ecological
Sustainability of SouthFlorida,
MAB Fauna—a Handbook for
Users of the MAB Biological In-
ventory System (includes soft-
ware), University of California,
Davis, and the Constable Com-
mission—Final Report. P
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Bill Gregg, who contirubted
this report, is International
Affairs Officer for the National
Biological Service and can be
reached at (202) 208-1502,
FAX (202) 208-7275, or by
Internet,“william_gregg@nbs.gov”.
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