GREAT PLAIN

Ferrets Sighted for Littering
Biologists and resource man-
agers reported on the involved
restoration last summer and fall
of black-footed ferrets to three
areas of Badlands National Park,
South Dakota, in the spring
(volume 15, number 2) issue of
Park Science. They now add that
park spotlighting crews have
located five black-footed ferret
kits in two litters and their fe-
male parents in the park wilder-
ness area release site during
surveys conducted in July and
August. The nighttime re-
searchers also located a third
female in the core release prai-
rie dog colonies (separate from
the wilderness release site)
where biologists released 36
captive-reared animals last fall.
Two of the three adult female
ferrets had been exposed to live
prairie dogs and their burrow
systems within miniature prai-
rie dog towns contained in out-
door pens at ferret breeding
locales before release; one fe-
male ferret was zarve, having
had no previous contact with
the prairie dog environment
before being given its freedom.
Two of the females detected
this summer had not been seen
during intense postrelease spot-
light surveys during December
1994, opening the possibility
that more of the animals have
survived, but remain undetec-
ted. The park considers repro-
duction a landmark
achievement that validates the
restoration methods being used.
The goal of the National Park
Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Forest Service, and
South Dakota Department of
Game, Fish, and Parks is to es-
tablish a self-sustaining popula-
tion of ferrets within the Conata
Basin/Badlands prairie dog



complex located within Bad-
lands National Park and the ad-
joining Buffalo Gap National
Grassland. The ferret reintro-
duction plan calls for annual
releases in South Dakota over
the next 5 years. These ferrets,
being raised in seven breeding
facilities, are scheduled for re-
lease in South Dakota and
Montana this fall.
Reintroduction sites in Wy-
oming and Montana also have
recorded successful breeding
and survival of young this year.
This gives hope that the black-
footed ferret, North America’s
most endangered mammal
and once believed to have been
extinct in the wild, may yet be
part of the prairie community.



