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“Adopt-A-Bat” Donations
Fund Research

Deep in Carlsbad Caverns,
almost 1,000 feet below the sur-
face, lives a small colony of
fringed myotis bats (Myotss
thysanodes). Numbering around
100 individuals, this maternity
colony lives just above Lake of
the Clouds. With knowledge
that the bats roosted deep in the
cave, over a mile from any
known opening, researchers
wanted to learn the route used
by the bats in reaching the
desert world above ground.
They also were also interested
in other basic information, such
as the time of emergence and
the duration of the exit flight,
and destination springs used by
the bats for drinking, that might
aid conservation of the species.
In mid-July, researchers Ken
Geluso and Troy Best outfitted
13 of these bats (comprised of
males and females) with trans-
mitters. Weighing about one-
eighth of an ounce, only slightly
thicker than a dime, and placed
on the tiny mammals with a
glue that deteriorates in about
ten days, these transmitters en-
abled the scientists to follow the



bats as they exited the cave, fed,
and returned during the eight
following days.

On most evenings, the bats
left along with the outflight of
the abundant Mexican free-
tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensss).
The fringed myotis principally
exited via the /arger natural en-
trance, although a few departed
through the smaller natural en-
trance. Curiously, lights that
were left on during 2 days of
the study in the below-ground
cave lunchroom, due to unchar-
acteristic emergency mainte-
nance, delayed the emergence
of the fringed myotis by 2 hours.
The lights also seemed to have
altered their flight path on these
days sending some of the bats
to a narrower, vertical cave pas-
sageway (not used by people).
Located some 200 yards from
the main bat exit point, this
opening had been surrounded
by afence on the surface to keep
people out. Initially, some bats
flew into the fence and got
caught. Following this discov-
ery, staff repositioned the fence
further from the opening to al-
low the bats to gain more el-
evation before heading off to
desert feeding and drinking lo-
cales.

Although it is not listed as
threatened or endangered, the
fringed myotis is a category 2
species and is protected under
the Endangered Species Act.
Category 2 species are those for
which inadequate scientific in-
formation is available to deter-
mine if listing is warranted. The
project was funded with $5,300
from the park “adopt-a-bat”
fund, a nonprofit fund derived
from park visitor donations in
support of research and educa-
tion.



