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Chinch Bugs at Biscayne

A menace to turf grasses,
chinch bugs infested sod adja-
cent to the Biscayne National
Park visitor center in 1993.
Chinch bugs love St. Augustine
grass, and the Biscayne visitor
center was planted with it right
up to the shoreline. The
troublesome Hemipterans suck
fluids from the grass blades,
causing yellowing, dieback, and,
eventually, death of the turf. In
1995, resource managers began
replacing an area of turf grass
along the shore with a strip of
perennial native plants. The mix
included sea daisy, Gazlardia,
blue porter weed, yellowtop,
and beach sunflower. These
native plants tolerate the cli-
mate and remain healthy with
no pest problems. Integration of
other management actions will
ensure long-term, sustainable
management, and may spell the
end for the chinch bug.

For the future, park staff are
working with the Denver Ser-
vice Center to suggest the best
design for new visitor center
groundscaping. The native
grass Distichls, well suited to the
coastal climate, has been sug-
gested. Selecting native plants
that are well suited to the site
will create low maintenance
areas and healthy plants—the
very best defense against pests.



