Dear Editor,

On page 13 in the Highlights
section of the Fall 1995 issue
you noted that “NPS officials
are able to support delisting the
peregrine falcon from endan-
gered to threatened status” The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) published a notice that
they are considering removing
the species from protection un-
der the Endangered Species Act
entirely, 7ot downlisting the
species to “threatened status”
(Federal Register. 1995 Jun 30.
60(126):34406-34409). The
Fish and Wildlife Service has
not yet proposed funding a sci-
entifically credible peregrine fal-
con monitoring program; rather
they will “describe” a monitor-
ing plan in the proposed rule to
delist the species. It is extremely
doubtful, given recent cuts to
the FWS endangered species
budgets, that they will fund a
scientifically credible monitor-
ing program once the species is
delisted.

Mike Britten
Wildlife Biologist
NPS Colorado Plateau SSO



