1995 AT A GLANCE

’I‘o HISTORIANS, THE INDEXES ON PAGES 29-31 OF ARTICLES
published in Par# Science during 1995 are more than
just tools to find information. They also constitute a
barometer, indicating the events we considered to be
significant enough to document. At a glance, they share
advances and declines in the state of the art of research
and its application in park resource management. They
also reflect the dedication and morale of the professionals
that make the connection between research and its use in
park management on a daily basis. A snapshot in time,
these indexes reveal trends that help us assess where we
are and where we are going.

In reviewing the approximately 45 features published
last year, several themes are evident. Many focused on
projects that could not have been accomplished without
the help of partners. As these articles detailed, we do not
stand alone in our work, and must reach out to coopera-
tors who can provide funds, staff, equipment, or expertise
to help us achieve our goals. Population and landscape
ecology articles also appeared, indicating that while we are
just beginning to explore ecosystem management, the
resources we care for clearly interact in a world that
extends far beyond park boundaries.

Restoration activities triumphed in 1995. While the
articles probably told only the most successful stories, they
showed that with adequate planning, research, funding,
and public support, we can bring threatened, endangered,
or displaced resources back into areas where they once
occurred. Once again we also seem to be making progress,
in the post-Yellowstone fires era, in incorporating pre-
scribed natural fire into the scheme of our resource
management activities.

Where Fark Science usually reports techniques, we also
delved into analyzing the effects of government reinven-
tion on our work. In this issue, thearticle on page 24
continues this trend and looks into many of the ramifica-
tions of restructuring on resource management.

What will prevail in 1996? Our cover story on retrieving
biological information over the Internet may foretell of
what is to come. The information age is bringing us greater
opportunities to find information easily, even in remote
settings, and these opportunities are sure to expand.

Park Science will even take the plunge into cyberspace
this spring by appearing regularly on the World Wide Web.
Printed copies will continue to be circulated and the
publication will continue to be edited for core readership,
but this electronic medium will help us reach a larger
audience and generate stronger interest and support for
research and resource management programs. Perhaps
historians will remember 1996 as the year that we began to
use computers more frequently than printed journals to
learn about advances in our fields?



