Jury convicts wolf's

killer

A federal jury of 12 Montan-
ans deliberated less than 2 hours
on October 25 in Billings to
convict Chad McKittrick of Red
Lodge, Montana, of three
counts of killing, possessing, and
transporting a wolf. The 122-
pound male wolf had been ac-
climated and released from the
Rose Creek pen inside Yellow-
stone National Park as part of
the northern Rocky Mountains
wolf recovery effort, begun over
ayear ago in both the park and
central Idaho. McKittrick was
accused of shooting the wolf
last April 24 while black bear
hunting with a friend near Red
Lodge.

The silvery-gray male wolf,
known as R-10, had sired a lit-
ter of 8 pups who were born
near Red Lodge about the time
of the shooting. Biologists
learned of its death when its
radio collar transmitted a mor-
tality signal. They found the
collar near a public road; follow-
ing an area search, they were
led to McKittrick’s home by his
hunting partner, where they
found the head and pelt.

McKittrick could be sen-
tenced to up to 6 months in
prison and fined $25,000 for
possessing and killing the wolf,
which are violations of the En-
dangered Species Act. Maxi-
mum penalty for the
transportation count, a high
misdemeanor, is a year in prison
and a $100,000 fine. McKittrick
has yet to be sentenced.

After the shooting, biologists
moved R-10’s mate and her
pups back to a Yellowstone pen,
concerned that the nursing
mother might starve without
the father’s help. Shortly before
the trial, biologists released the
mother and her growing pups
back into the park. In mid-De-



cember, a delivery truck acci-
dentally hit and killed one of the
pups (then 70 pounds), but the
others remain healthy. Another
male from a different pack has
recently joined the adult
female’s group, now roaming as
a pack in the Lamar Valley in
Yellowstone.

Wolf restoration activities in
Yellowstone and central Idaho
are continuing this winter. Pri-
vate funds are being used to
augment the federal monies
used to capture and transport
wolves from Canada to the res-
toration sites. Biologists have
already released 8 wolves, with
6 or 7 more to come, in central
Idaho and transported 11
wolves to Yellowstone acclima-
tion pens where they will re-
main for 10 weeks before being
released. The park anticipates
receiving 6 or 7 more wolves
this winter.



