Biological data to go
on-line

The National Biological Ser-
vice and numerous partners
have been busy arranging for
several biological databases to
go on-line. The products are
either available now or will soon
become accessible through the
World Wide Web feature of the
Internet.

The NBS and the Fish and
Wildlife Information Exchange,
in cooperation with the Orga-
nization of Fish and Wildlife
Information Managers, are de-
veloping a directory of state
biodiversity databases and infor-
mation sources. The partners
will compile information about
biological databases and infor-
mation maintained by state fish,
wildlife, natural resources, and
environmental agencies. The
resulting directory will describe
the contents and subject mat-
ter of each database or informa-
tion product, give institutional
and contact information about
the source agency, and report
the status of electronic accessi-
bility of the information. The
on-line directory will include
direct “hot links” to agencies or
organizations that already have
data and information products
available through the Internet.
The directory will be accessible
through the National Biologi-
cal Information Infrastructure
(NBII), a NBS initiative to fos-
ter the development of a distrib-
uted electronic network of



biological data maintained by a
variety of federal and state agen-
cies, universities, museums, li-

braries, and private
organizations. The Internet ad-
dress for NBII is

“http://www.nbs.gov/nbii/".

Five federal agencies and the
Smithsonian Institution have
also joined forces with the Na-
tional Biological Service to de-
velop and support a new
national database on the plants
and animals of North America.
The database, known as the In-
teragency Taxonomic Informa-
tion System (I'TIS), will provide
for the first time a standardized
source of information on the
scientific names and synonyms,
common names, and informa-
tion about origin and general
distribution of all biological spe-
cies occurring in North America
and adjacent waters. The data-
base is accessible through NBII
or directly through the ITIS
home page at

“http://www.itis.usda.gov”.

The National Biological Ser-
vice is also the first bureau from
the Department of the Interior
to join CENDJ, a federal infor-
mation organization that works
to improve the sharing, ex-
change, and dissemination of
scientific and technical informa-
tion. Member agencies jointly
develop technical information
directories, locator systems,
standards for cataloging and
indexing, while sharing costs
and experience on new tech-
nologies for data and informa-
tion exchange and networks.
The group also provides user
training and support through
workshops and conferences. Its
home page can be found at

“http://www.dtic.dla.mil/cendi/”.



