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Highlands Council formed
Nine federal agencies formed

the Mid-Atlantic Highlands
Coordinating Council in May
1995 to foster and promote ef-
ficiency in carrying out natural
resource related responsibilities
and activities in the Mid-Atlan-
tic Highlands. The highlands
comprise many distinct terres-
trial and aquatic ecosystems,
extending east and west from
the Blue Ridge Mountains to
Ohio, and north to south from
New York to North Carolina-
Tennessee. Within these bound-
aries, the highlands include the
Blue Ridge Mountains, the Ap-
palachian Mountains, and the
Appalachian Plateau uplands.

In signing “The Highlands
Accord,” the council agreed to
meet periodically and work to-
gether to achieve the following
objectives:

• Promote better understanding
of research, monitoring, and
management activities cur-
rently underway in the Mid-
Atlantic Highlands,

• Identify common goals and
objectives,

• Explore ways to improve in-
teragency cooperation, and,
where consensus exists,

• Develop mechanisms for ex-
tended cooperation among
federal agencies to support
natural resource management,
protection, and monitoring.

The coordinating council
held a conference October 24-
26, 1995, at Canaan Valley, West
Virginia, to focus on the issues
and concerns related to the
valuable natural resources in the
highlands. The group explored
the history of the highlands and
its current ecological and eco-

nomic conditions. Participants
heard perspectives from various
organizations interested in the
highlands and its values and
opportunities. Finally, they pre-
sented case studies and dis-
cussed local organizations that
are working together to achieve
ecological and economic bal-
ance, thus promoting
sustainability.

The nine signatory federal
agencies are the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior--National
Park Service, National Biologi-
cal Service, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, U.S. Geological
Survey, and Office of Surface
Mining; U.S. Department of
Agriculture--Forest Service,
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, and Agricultural
Research Service; and U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency.
John Karish, Chesapeake and
Allegheny System Support Of-
fice Senior Scientist, is the NPS
council representative.

GREAT PLAINS

Ferret future looks bright
Multiple agency biologists

working in Badlands National
Park, South Dakota, ended 1995
with several encouraging find-
ings regarding the ongoing
black-footed ferret restoration.
Between November 19 and
December 15, they detected 16
live ferrets during spotlight sur-
veys in and adjacent to the wil-
derness areas of the park. These
animals included: 6 female and
3 male juveniles released last fall
that have survived in the wild
for more than 50 days; 1 male
and 1 female (each 2 years old)
released as juveniles in the fall
of 1994 that have survived over
440 days in the wild, of which
the female raised a wildborn lit-
ter last summer; and 3 1995-

wildborn kits (gender undeter-
mined). The ratio of 7 females
to 4 males is expected to be ad-
equate for reproduction. Addi-
tionally, the ferrets have
become very effective predators
with those surviving from the
fall 1994 release having killed
an estimated 125-150 prairie
dogs each.

These findings support con-
tinued releases and follow-up
research. An estimated 60% of
1995 kits born in the park have
survived at least 3 months fol-
lowing dispersal from their
mother’s burrow. This is con-
trasted with a 30% survival rate
of preconditioned juveniles re-
leased during 1995. Still, the
30% survival figure is among the
highest monitored from the 8
fall reintroductions conducted
to date in Wyoming, Montana,
and South Dakota from 1991
through 1995.

The park anticipates a Feb-
ruary 1996 release of 9 precon-
ditioned juveniles. These 7 male
and 2 female ferrets will have
spent 2 ½ months in precondi-
tioning pens. They will also be
the first released in winter, just
before breeding season.

PACIFIC-GREAT BASIN

BAER Team reduces fire im-
pacts

From its beginning on Octo-
ber 3 on Mount Vision near
Point Reyes National Seashore
until containment 4 days later,
the Vision Fire burned more
than 12,000 acres of private,
state, and federal lands. Winds
of up to 45 m.p.h. quickly trans-
formed a small fire ignited by
the smoldering remains of an
illegal campfire into a firestorm
that took 45 homes in 24 hours.
The nature of the landscape and
proximity to private lands lead

H I G H L I G H T S

area managers to fight the fire
aggressively.

A battle such as this cannot
be won without some impacts
to the landscape. Bulldozers
plowed over 25 miles through
thick vegetation in an effort to
contain the blaze. Among the
many unsung heroes are those
that helped the land recover
from the fire suppression efforts.
At the request of Superinten-
dent Don Neubacher, the De-
partment of the Interior Burned
Area Emergency Rehabilitation
(BAER) Team arrived. The
BAER team is made up of  re-
source specialists with expertise
in plants, animals, soils, water
resources, cultural resources,
structures, roads, and trails.
Working for various federal
agencies, the team members
assessed the impacts made by
the fire and suppression efforts
and made recommendations to
the superintendent and affected
communities for both long- and
short-term restoration.

The BAER team concen-
trated on rare plant populations
that might be impacted by the
burn and the invasion of non-
native species to the newly dis-
turbed areas. They
recommended monitoring to
assess impacts to the rare plant
populations and monitoring in
conjunction with plant removal
for nonnatives that are likely to
grow along the dozer lines. The
team also proposed that bull-
dozer lines be stabilized using
materials such as wood mulch
to prevent accelerated erosion
on the steep topography of the
park and its environs. Recom-
mendations also included re-
storing helispots and safety
zones to their prefire conditions,
rebuilding fences, repairing
bridges and other structures,
and stabilizing an archeological
site.



66666 • P A R K  S C I E N C E

ALLEGHENY-
CHESAPEAKE

Highlands Council formed
Nine federal agencies formed

the Mid-Atlantic Highlands
Coordinating Council in May
1995 to foster and promote ef-
ficiency in carrying out natural
resource related responsibilities
and activities in the Mid-Atlan-
tic Highlands. The highlands
comprise many distinct terres-
trial and aquatic ecosystems,
extending east and west from
the Blue Ridge Mountains to
Ohio, and north to south from
New York to North Carolina-
Tennessee. Within these bound-
aries, the highlands include the
Blue Ridge Mountains, the Ap-
palachian Mountains, and the
Appalachian Plateau uplands.

In signing “The Highlands
Accord,” the council agreed to
meet periodically and work to-
gether to achieve the following
objectives:

• Promote better understanding
of research, monitoring, and
management activities cur-
rently underway in the Mid-
Atlantic Highlands,

• Identify common goals and
objectives,

• Explore ways to improve in-
teragency cooperation, and,
where consensus exists,

• Develop mechanisms for ex-
tended cooperation among
federal agencies to support
natural resource management,
protection, and monitoring.

The coordinating council
held a conference October 24-
26, 1995, at Canaan Valley, West
Virginia, to focus on the issues
and concerns related to the
valuable natural resources in the
highlands. The group explored
the history of the highlands and
its current ecological and eco-

nomic conditions. Participants
heard perspectives from various
organizations interested in the
highlands and its values and
opportunities. Finally, they pre-
sented case studies and dis-
cussed local organizations that
are working together to achieve
ecological and economic bal-
ance, thus promoting
sustainability.

The nine signatory federal
agencies are the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior--National
Park Service, National Biologi-
cal Service, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, U.S. Geological
Survey, and Office of Surface
Mining; U.S. Department of
Agriculture--Forest Service,
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, and Agricultural
Research Service; and U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency.
John Karish, Chesapeake and
Allegheny System Support Of-
fice Senior Scientist, is the NPS
council representative.

GREAT PLAINS

Ferret future looks bright
Multiple agency biologists

working in Badlands National
Park, South Dakota, ended 1995
with several encouraging find-
ings regarding the ongoing
black-footed ferret restoration.
Between November 19 and
December 15, they detected 16
live ferrets during spotlight sur-
veys in and adjacent to the wil-
derness areas of the park. These
animals included: 6 female and
3 male juveniles released last fall
that have survived in the wild
for more than 50 days; 1 male
and 1 female (each 2 years old)
released as juveniles in the fall
of 1994 that have survived over
440 days in the wild, of which
the female raised a wildborn lit-
ter last summer; and 3 1995-

wildborn kits (gender undeter-
mined). The ratio of 7 females
to 4 males is expected to be ad-
equate for reproduction. Addi-
tionally, the ferrets have
become very effective predators
with those surviving from the
fall 1994 release having killed
an estimated 125-150 prairie
dogs each.

These findings support con-
tinued releases and follow-up
research. An estimated 60% of
1995 kits born in the park have
survived at least 3 months fol-
lowing dispersal from their
mother’s burrow. This is con-
trasted with a 30% survival rate
of preconditioned juveniles re-
leased during 1995. Still, the
30% survival figure is among the
highest monitored from the 8
fall reintroductions conducted
to date in Wyoming, Montana,
and South Dakota from 1991
through 1995.

The park anticipates a Feb-
ruary 1996 release of 9 precon-
ditioned juveniles. These 7 male
and 2 female ferrets will have
spent 2 ½ months in precondi-
tioning pens. They will also be
the first released in winter, just
before breeding season.

PACIFIC-GREAT BASIN

BAER Team reduces fire im-
pacts

From its beginning on Octo-
ber 3 on Mount Vision near
Point Reyes National Seashore
until containment 4 days later,
the Vision Fire burned more
than 12,000 acres of private,
state, and federal lands. Winds
of up to 45 m.p.h. quickly trans-
formed a small fire ignited by
the smoldering remains of an
illegal campfire into a firestorm
that took 45 homes in 24 hours.
The nature of the landscape and
proximity to private lands lead

H I G H L I G H T S

area managers to fight the fire
aggressively.

A battle such as this cannot
be won without some impacts
to the landscape. Bulldozers
plowed over 25 miles through
thick vegetation in an effort to
contain the blaze. Among the
many unsung heroes are those
that helped the land recover
from the fire suppression efforts.
At the request of Superinten-
dent Don Neubacher, the De-
partment of the Interior Burned
Area Emergency Rehabilitation
(BAER) Team arrived. The
BAER team is made up of  re-
source specialists with expertise
in plants, animals, soils, water
resources, cultural resources,
structures, roads, and trails.
Working for various federal
agencies, the team members
assessed the impacts made by
the fire and suppression efforts
and made recommendations to
the superintendent and affected
communities for both long- and
short-term restoration.

The BAER team concen-
trated on rare plant populations
that might be impacted by the
burn and the invasion of non-
native species to the newly dis-
turbed areas. They
recommended monitoring to
assess impacts to the rare plant
populations and monitoring in
conjunction with plant removal
for nonnatives that are likely to
grow along the dozer lines. The
team also proposed that bull-
dozer lines be stabilized using
materials such as wood mulch
to prevent accelerated erosion
on the steep topography of the
park and its environs. Recom-
mendations also included re-
storing helispots and safety
zones to their prefire conditions,
rebuilding fences, repairing
bridges and other structures,
and stabilizing an archeological
site.


