ALLEGHENY-
CHESAPEAKE

Highlands Council formed

Nine federal agencies formed
the Mid-Atlantic Highlands
Coordinating Council in May
1995 to foster and promote ef-
ficiency in carrying out natural
resource related responsibilities
and activities in the Mid-Atlan-
tic Highlands. The highlands
comprise many distinct terres-
trial and aquatic ecosystems,
extending east and west from
the Blue Ridge Mountains to
Ohio, and north to south from
New York to North Carolina-
Tennessee. Within these bound-
aries, the highlands include the
Blue Ridge Mountains, the Ap-
palachian Mountains, and the
Appalachian Plateau uplands.

In signing “The Highlands
Accord,” the council agreed to
meet periodically and work to-
gether to achieve the following
objectives:

* Promote better understanding
of research, monitoring, and
management activities cur-
rently underway in the Mid-
Atlantic Highlands,

* Identify common goals and
objectives,

* Explore ways to improve in-
teragency cooperation, and,
where consensus exists,

* Develop mechanisms for ex-
tended cooperation among
federal agencies to support
natural resource management,
protection, and monitoring.

The coordinating council
held a conference October 24-
26,1995, at Canaan Valley, West
Virginia, to focus on the issues
and concerns related to the
valuable natural resources in the
highlands. The group explored
the history of the highlands and
its current ecological and eco-



nomic conditions. Participants
heard perspectives from various
organizations interested in the
highlands and its values and
opportunities. Finally, they pre-
sented case studies and dis-
cussed local organizations that
are working together to achieve
ecological and economic bal-
ance, thus promoting
sustainability.

The nine signatory federal
agencies are the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior--National
Park Service, National Biologi-
cal Service, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, U.S. Geological
Survey, and Office of Surface
Mining; U.S. Department of
Agriculture--Forest Service,
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, and Agricultural
Research Service; and U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency.
John Karish, Chesapeake and
Allegheny System Support Of-
fice Senior Scientist, is the NPS
council representative.



