PAcIFIc-GREAT BASIN

BAER Team reduces fire im-
pacts

From its beginning on Octo-
ber 3 on Mount Vision near
Point Reyes National Seashore
until containment 4 days later,
the Vision Fire burned more
than 12,000 acres of private,
state, and federal lands. Winds
of up to 45 m.p.h. quickly trans-
formed a small fire ignited by
the smoldering remains of an
illegal campfire into a firestorm
that took 45 homes in 24 hours.
The nature of the landscape and
proximity to private lands lead



area managers to fight the fire
aggressively.

A battle such as this cannot
be won without some impacts
to the landscape. Bulldozers
plowed over 25 miles through
thick vegetation in an effort to
contain the blaze. Among the
many unsung heroes are those
that helped the land recover
from the fire suppression efforts.
At the request of Superinten-
dent Don Neubacher, the De-
partment of the Interior Burned
Area Emergency Rehabilitation
(BAER) Team arrived. The
BAER team is made up of re-
source specialists with expertise
in plants, animals, soils, water
resources, cultural resources,
structures, roads, and trails.
Working for various federal
agencies, the team members
assessed the impacts made by
the fire and suppression efforts
and made recommendations to
the superintendent and affected
communities for both long- and
short-term restoration.

The BAER team concen-
trated on rare plant populations
that might be impacted by the
burn and the invasion of non-
native species to the newly dis-
turbed areas. They
recommended monitoring to
assess impacts to the rare plant

" populations and monitoring in
conjunction with plant removal
for nonnatives that are likely to
grow along the dozer lines. The
team also proposed that bull-
dozer lines be stabilized using
materials such as wood mulch
to prevent accelerated erosion
on the steep topography of the
park and its environs. Recom-
mendations also included re-
storing helispots and safety
zones to their prefire conditions,
rebuilding fences, repairing
bridges and other structures,
and stabilizing an archeological
site.



