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“X” and sending the message, Gophermail
will connect to the appropriate computer
anywhere in the world and give you a new
menu. That can be done iteratively until
you give up, or find the information you
are looking for. Because there are no rules
as to which computers hold which infor-
mation, you may find the same informa-
tion on several computers, or you may
not find what you are looking for.

CAUTION

Accessing the World Wide Web using
e-mail is a lot like getting a transcript of a
television program by U.S. mail: you get
text and stage directions, but no images
or sounds. Often the message needs re-
formatting. The servers providing these
access services get extremely heavy use.
Thus, expect a full day or more for a re-
sponse. If you do not get a response in 4
or 5 days, resend your request. It helps to
avoid sending requests during regular
business hours when Internet use is stag-
gering at many sites. Consider sending
your requests at the end of your work day
or at the end of a work week, so the server
can process the request overnight or over
a weekend. If you are at a site where the
telephone lines give cc:Mail problems
when large messages are delivered, con-
sider sending only one request at a time.
Reply messages are frequently more than
one page and can often be several pages.
Finally, these Internet-by-e-mail services
are provided free of charge to all Internet
users, worldwide, but can be costly to the
providers. Thus, changes, cancellations,
and interruptions to the services can and
do occur.
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Steve Fettig is a NPS Biologist stationed at
Bandelier National Monument, New
Mexico. You may have guessed that his e-
mail address is “stephen_fettig@nps.gov”.

Continued

E-LISTS AND LISTSERVERS

INTERNET GUIDES AVAILABLE BY E-MAIL:

E-LISTS, OR LISTSERVERS, ARE
electronic mail distribution lists.

They can be two-way or outgoing only.
With the two-way lists, subscribers can
post messages to the list at any time
and the messages will be automatically
distributed to all subscribers. Outgoing
lists are like electronic news periodicals.
The own-

ers and operators of outgoing lists are
the only ones who can post messages
to all subscribers.

The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) offers several very use-
ful outgoing lists. The following lists are
distributed from the Federal Register on
the day of publication.

Listserver Name Description
EPA-Meetings All meeting notices

EPA-Impacts All environmental impact statements published in the Federal
Register

EPA-Species All endangered species documents published in the Federal
Register

EPA-Pest All Office of Pesticide Program documents

EPA-Waste All hazardous and solid waste documents

EPA-Water All Office of Water documents

To subscribe to any of the above lists, address a message to:
listserver@unixmail.rtpnc.epa.gov

Your message should contain only the following one line:
subscribe <listserve-name> <Your first name> <Your last name>

For more information and additional
listserve names, descriptions, and com-
mands send a note to the above
listserver address with “Help listserver”
as the message.

Be aware that each listserve may dis-
tribute between zero and ten messages
per day. Some documents are long and
will be split into several messages. To
avoid being overrun by messages, you

will need to learn to quickly delete
many messages. I delete 90-95% of the
messages within a few seconds. One
very annoying problem with these lists,
however, is that the subject lines given
in each message are usually worthless.
But otherwise the lists are very useful
and provide Federal Register informa-
tion very quickly.
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Send e-mail to “inetlist@aug3.augsburg.edu”. The
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