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Salt Spray Alternative to
\Xeeding

In the hot and humid sum-
mer months of years past, re-
source managers at Biscayne
National Park, Florida, have la-



bored many hours removing
exotic, herbaceous weeds from
landscaped areas within the
park. The difficult task reduced
the exotics, giving the native
coastal plants a chance to come
back in these areas. Funding
constraints and the desire to
explore an alternative to com-
mercial herbicides caused re-
source managers to consider
using a salt water treatment of
the exotics on a trial basis; na-
tive plants are considered to be
salt-tolerant, while exotic weeds
are not.

The park tested an initial
study plot 5 m x 5m (16 ft x 16
ft) in size. Staft applied salt spray
to the exotics by attaching a
pump to a transportable water
tank. Applications thoroughly
soaked the area and were re-
peated within 3 weeks of each
other. After just two applica-
tions, not only did the exotic
vegetation die back, but a natu-

ral recruitment of the native
salt grass (Drstichlss sp.) also
occurred.

As a result of the
test, the park will
use the salt spray

method as an alter-
native to costly weed-
ing, and as a way to
recruit low maintenance
native grasses. Salt grass does
not require mowing and is not
susceptible to many turf grass
pests, such as chinch bugs (re-
ported on in Park Science
15(4):9). Native salt grasses to-
gether with natural pest con-
trols are low maintenance,
ecologically sound environ-
mental choices.



