Property Ownership
and Habitat
Fragmentation

The increased use of private
market techniques to protect
natural areas raises concern re-
garding how well these tech-
niques implement nature
reserve design concepts. Private
market techniques work within
the framework of property
ownership. In their study, Le-
gal Boundaries and Fragmenta-
tion of Georgia’s (USA) Nature
Reserves, Daryl R. Burkhard
and D.H. Newman analyzed
the impact that legal property
ownership boundaries had on
reserve fragmentation and, sub-
sequently, on the potential for
habitat fragmentation. The re-
sults of the study are reported
in the Natural Areas Journal
16(1):24-35.



