Forest Fragmentation
and Edge Effects on
Birds

The early development of
forest fragmentation effects on
forest organisms is poorly un-
derstood, partly because most
studies have been done in agri-
cultural or suburban landscapes,
long after the onset of fragmen-
tation. John M. Hagen, W.M.
Vander Haegen, and P.S.
McKinley present a temporal
model of forest fragmentation
effects on densities of forest-
breeding birds, with test data
from an active industrial forest
in a paper entitled, The Early
Development of Forest Frag-
mentation Effects on Birds. Re-
ported in Conservation Biology
10(1):188-202, the model and
data indicate that, for reasons
unrelated to traditional edge
effects, retaining large tracts of
forest can be important because
they are relatively free from the
variety of plant and animal
population dynamics that take
place near new edges, includ-
ing the encroachment by pack-
ing of individuals displaced by
habitat loss.



