Monitoring, Natural
Processes, and
Wilderness

Most monitoring efforts of
impacts on federally designated
wilderness focus on specific
conditions (such as vegetation,
soil, water, fish, and wildlife),
while the status of underlying
natural processes that influence
these conditions is largely over-
looked. In his paper, Natural
Processes: Wilderness Manage-
ment Unrealized, Michael P.
Murray uses four primary natu-
ral processes (trophism, gene
flow, migration, and distur-
bance) to assess impacts derived
from management within wil-
derness areas. Management rec-
ommendations are offered to
provide a foundation for con-
structive debate on wilderness
policy and management. In-
creased consideration of natu-
ral processes may enhance the
ecological integrity of wilder-
ness. The study can be found in
the Natural Areas Journal
16(1):55-61.



