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EVOLUTION AS PROCESS

Continued on page 4

N E W S & V I E W S

Erratum

Keith Langdon, the inven-
tory and long-term monitoring
coordinator for the last 3 years
at Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, wrote to say that
he enjoyed the cover story
about the Natural Resource
Trainee Program last issue. He
also pointed out an error; he is
not a plant ecologist as listed in
the key to the photograph on
page 17. Rather, his title is Su-
pervisory Biologist. As he put
it, “I do work with plants, but
also just about every other form
of life here.”

Changes

Several minor changes re-
lated to Park Science (online) are
afoot. First, it has a new World
Wide Web address and can be
found at http://www/aqd/nps.gov/

natnet/nrid/parksci. An online, in-
tegrated infobase of this year’s
issues (volume 16) is now up
and running and, for some read-
ers, may be easier to use than
downloading the PDF (por-
table document format) files
that have been the only choice
so far. You can reach the
infobase from the Park Science
home page.  Likewise, text files
of the articles are also available
from the web site and the edi-
tor is considering a method to
distribute them to interested
parties via NPS cc:Mail. Also,
Park Science (online) has been
assigned an international stan-
dard serial number (ISSN 1090-
9966) by the Library of
Congress. This official registra-
tion should help make the in-
formation easier to locate on the
web and in print. By the way,
the U.S. Government Printing
Office maintains links to federal
publications, including this one,

from their home page on the
web (http://www.access.gpo.gov/

su_docs/dpos/btitles.html).

New E-mail Address

The George Wright Society
(GWS) recently adopted a new
e-mail address and unveiled a
web site. You can reach them
by e-mail at gws@mail.portup.com

and explore their web pages at
http: / /www.portup.com/~gws/
home.html. The home page fea-
tures basic GWS information,
including an online member-
ship signup form, a complete
GWS publications list and or-
der form, a George Wright Fo-
rum sampler, and information
on the upcoming 1997 GWS
conference (see Meetings of
Interest on page 32). Abstract
submission guidelines and reg-
istration forms for the confer-
ence are available. The site also
sports an ever-changing list of
other relevant web sites for park
researchers and managers.

Conservation Directory
Available

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Montana Fish and
Wildlife Management Assis-
tance Office, has compiled a
national directory of Native
American Conservation De-
partments. Each listing is of an
active tribal conservation pro-
gram. A resource such as this
may be useful to many parks
and other land managers in es-
tablishing contact with tribal li-
aisons regarding conservation
issues and goals on adjacent fed-
eral and tribal lands. Contact Joe
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LIKE THE ORGANISMS MANY OF US STUDY OR THE ORGANIZA-
tion we work for, our work in resource management

and science evolves. Always short on time, staff, and
money, we persevere, focusing on what is important—
making progress and bringing about results. However slow
or gradual the evolution process and however many
setbacks we experience along the way, we always seem to
march forward making new discoveries, seeing new
connections, improving on the way we manage our
respective areas of responsibility. This process, this
evolution of building on knowledge, applying tools in new
ways, of making refinements in what we do is demon-
strated throughout this issue.

Two articles discuss different aspects of the survey or
questionnaire as a tool to gather information and make
advances. In our cover story, Don Riepe and Barbara
Toborg report on their use of a survey to investigate the
status of management of butterflies and moths in many
northeastern U.S. parks. In their case, the survey served as
a catalyst for many parks to begin considering these insects
in their resource management plans and activities. Infor-
mation from the questionnaire has also turned into a
resource in itself, giving parks access to a network of
resource managers with experience in lepidoptera manage-
ment. Surveys also help us judge the impact of our work
on others as the Park Science reader survey summary
explains. In providing feedback, this survey has created a
foundation for making future improvements.

Conferences are a part of this evolution, too. For
example, discussions about the NPS “natural process”
wildlife management policy at the Ecological Society of
America meeting facilitated feedback from supporters and
critics as we consider possible refinements of this manage-
ment approach over the next couple of years. The Tall
Timbers gathering in Idaho last spring pulled together an
exciting collection of ideas and experiences with prescribed
natural fire and may help to further the successful use of
this ecologically important management tool in parks.

In her article on natural resources and park construction,
Abby Miller explains a refinement in the process to
evaluate construction project proposals. Now, the process
takes into account multiple benefits to a park, including
those related to preserving natural resources. This adminis-
trative change represents another significant development
in the evolution of carrying out natural resource manage-
ment work in the parks.

To venture to the next step for each of us certainly
requires desire, courage, perspective, and time. As Ralph
Waldo Emerson said, “The years teach us much the days
never knew.” Stay focused, keep pushing, be creative, take
chances. The next step may be just within reach.


