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increasing interest in, under-
standing of, and support for the
natural resource stewardship
role of the National Park Ser-
vice.

Stay tuned this fall for a call
for article ideas for the 1997
edition of the report. Thanks to
all who contributed to this in-
augural report.

USGS Plans for Future

The U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) recently published a
68-page strategic plan for the
agency that will guide it until
2005. The report examines the
current socio-political environ-
ment and charts the general
course for the agency over that
time span. The document,
which can be viewed in its en-
tirety on the World Wide Web
at http://online.wr.usgs.gov/
stratplan/splan/main.html, ad-
dresses demographic changes,
public investment in science,
society’s concept of “public
good,” economic versus envi-
ronmental interests, and the
scarcity and management of
natural resources. The docu-
ment also stresses the need for
continuing partnerships and de-
veloping long-term national
databases.

The plan clearly reflects a de-
veloping change in program
emphases. Over the next 10
years, the agency will empha-
size: long-term interdisciplinary
studies, mitigation studies, qual-
ity and accessibility of resources,
international mineral-energy
studies, nontraditional disci-
plines, regional and national
studies, geospatial data integra-
tion, applied research and devel-
opment, technology transfer,
engaging in controversial issues,
issue-driven studies, studies in-
volving population centers,
multiple-risk assessments, digi-

Corrections

Last issue, our review of the
Ecological Society of America
Conference—16(4):10—incor-
rectly listed the author, NPS
Wildlife Biologist Michael
Britten, as an employee of the
Rocky Mountain System Sup-
port Office; he is with the Colo-
rado Plateau Support Office.
Britten also wrote to mention
that he neglected to include a
complete listing of all presenta-
tions made at the conference by
NPS employees. Two that he
left out were, “Applying conser-
vation biology and ecosystem
management in the Santa Mon-
ica Mountains National Recre-
ation Area,” by R.M. Sauvajot,
D.A. Kamradt, R. Rumball-
Petre, P. Jenkins, and J. Benedict.
The other, “Evaluating bobcat
viability in the Santa Monica
Mountains, California,” was
presented by D.A. Kamradt and
R.M. Sauvajot.

Park Science online was an-
nounced last issue in the News
& Views department, but an in-
correct World Wide Web ad-
dress was given. The correct
URL is http://www.aqd.nps.gov/
natnet/nrid/parksci.

Dear Editor,

I want to clarify some inac-
curacies in the article, “A Dif-
ferent Spin on SSO
Support”—16(4):8. The story
credits John Karish, Chief Sci-
entist of the Allegheny-Chesa-
peake Support Office, as having
placed the 4-year term NPS
Natural Resource Specialist
(Michele Batcheller) at Penn
State. This was accomplished
through the Resource Manage-
ment and Visitor Protection
Division at the former Mid-At-
lantic Regional Office where
Chris Andress was the Division

Chief and I was the Natural
Resource Branch Chief. As the
article asserts, Karish has coor-
dinated the regional, and now
cluster, science program for the
past 16 years, but not the Natu-
ral Resource Program. This has
been my responsibility for the
past 5 years, and Kathy Jope
(now with the Columbia-Cas-
cades Support Office) was re-
sponsible for it before me. Last
fall, Wayne Millington, an inte-
grated pest management spe-
cialist, became the third support
office employee duty stationed
at Penn State. Presently, I super-
vise all three of the NPS staff at
Penn State.

Dave Reynolds
Manager, Park Planning &

Natural Resources Group
Chesapeake-Allegheny Support

Office

Report Tracks Issues
and Trends in Resource
Management

The long-awaited Natural Re-
source Year in Review—1996 is
now online at http://www.aqd.
nps.gov/natnet/pubs/yr_rvw96.
You can access it by visiting the
NatureNet home page on the
World Wide Web and clicking
on the feature article image on
that page. The printed edition
should arrive in parks concur-
rent with this issue of Park Sci-
ence and has been circulated to
superintendents, division chiefs,
and resource managers at all
units of the national park sys-
tem. It also has been given
broad circulation beyond the
National Park Service.

The report summarizes and
analyzes the most significant
natural resource issues and
trends in the national park sys-
tem for the calendar year. Ap-
plied science and resource
management stories are re-
viewed with the objective of

tal products, and real-time event
responses.

Issued in May 1996, just half
a year after Congress directed
the National Biological Service
to consolidate with the U.S.
Geological Survey and half a
year before this actually hap-
pened, the report does not go
into details about the merger.
Instead, the 19-page NBS Stra-
tegic Science Plan, published last
October, guides the initial sci-
entific efforts of the new Bio-
logical Resources Division
(BRD) within the parent 118
year-old science agency.

Last October 1, the consoli-
dation of the two agencies took
place and BRD became the
fourth division of the USGS,
alongside water resources (the
largest), geologic resources, and
national mapping. Denny Fenn,
former acting NPS Associate
Director for Natural Resources
and recently the NBS Western
Regional Director, was ap-
pointed the first Chief Biologist
of the new division.

Addressing a plenary audience
at the George Wright Society con-
ference last March, Fenn pointed
out some benefits to the National
Park Service of his division being
situated with USGS. Many of the
former cooperative park studies
units, which are base funded, will
be reestablished as park field sta-
tions, making them more acces-
sible to parks. Furthermore, the
BRD supports the establishment
of cooperative ecosystem studies
units and will share its key skills
to make the proposal work.

Now, we must not turn our
backs on the new division. We
have the opportunity to forge
partnerships with them, which
will help form an agency culture
that is responsive to our needs. Let
us start by learning who to call
and asking for assistance. 
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