GREAT PLAINS

Bighorn Sheep Studied at
Badlands

Between 1991 and 1995,
Badlands conducted research
on bighorn sheep as part of a
NRPP (Natural Resource Pres-
ervation Program) initiative.
The studies looked at popula-



tion home range, habitat utili-
zation, demographics, foraging
ecology, disease ecology, and
genetics. In 1995, data from
these studies were paired with
a GIS-based bighorn sheep
habitat assessment, resulting in
a management decision to re-
store sheep to large areas of un-
occupied suitable habitat. The
first translocation took place last
October when 12 ewes and four
young rams were netted by he-
licopter from the park’s main
herd, radio collared, and trans-
ported by ground to a release
site 18 miles from their original
location.



During the

fall, breeding

activity occurred

among the new band,

and at least four mature rams
from the source population
were involved. By the end of
winter, three of the four rams
returned to their former bands.
In May, nine ewes gave birth to
10 lambs; as Park Science went
to press, eight ewes and nine
lambs had survived. The park
continues to monitor the effects
of translocation on the source
herd.



