CoLorADO PLATEAU

Interagency Fish Manage-
ment at Glen Canyon

Glen Canyon National Rec-
reation Area (NRA), Utah and
Arizona, signed an interagency
fish management plan last year
to facilitate cooperative fish
management and endangered
species restoration in the rec-
reation area. Of particular inter-
est and specifically addressed in
the plan are four endangered,
four native, 10 sport, and six
other park fish species.

Park waters are diverse and
require different management
approaches for species occupy-
ing different habitats. The plan
establishes goals and objectives
for fish species occupying five
different habitats within the na-
tional recreation area: flowing
rivers, inflow areas, Lake Pow-
ell, dam tailwater, and perennial
or intermittent streams.

This cooperation facilitated
the establishment of a memo-
randum of understanding
(MOA) between the recreation



area, the Utah Division of Wild-
life Resources, and the U.S. Ksh
and Wildlife Service. The MOA
authorizes release of marked,
captive-reared, endangered fish
into critical habitat. As a result,
297 endangered razorback
suckers were released to mature
in golf course ponds in Page,
Arizona, a community adjacent
to the park. This project is the
core of a high school advanced
biology course and is part of a
3-year, grant funded, education
program between Glen Canyon
NRA and the school. In May,
30 fish were fitted with trans-
mitters and are now being
tracked by National Park Ser-
vice, Bureau of Reclamation,
and USGS Biological Re-
sources Division biolo-

gists.

Interagency work to
carry out the provisions
of the fish management
plan is accomplished
through annual meetings for the
review and approval of research
proposals, planning monitoring,
and coordinating fish manage-
ment activities. The group also
exchanges data and study re-
sults, pursues multiagency fund-
ing initiatives, and addresses
research permit needs.

The plan has proven to be
valuable. Management efforts
are now better coordinated,
goals and objectives are shared
by all, and resource manage-
ment activities are more effi-
cient.



