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Electronic journal
launched

The Ecological Society of
America recently launched Con-
servation Ecology, an electronic,
peer-reviewed, scientific journal
that is available on the World
Wide Web at http://
www.consecol.org/Journal.
Editor-in-Chief C.S. Holling
writes in his inaugural editorial
that the publication does not
focus on traditional ecological
research, but interdisciplinary
communication and insight.
This “is a new journal covering
a new application of science,
using a new medium. It requires
novelty and experiment.”

Papers are organized around
the themes of synthesis, re-
search, insight, and perspective.
They deal with the topics of (1)
the conservation of ecosystems,
landscapes, species, popula-
tions, and genetic diversity; (2)
the restoration of ecosystems;
and (3) the management of re-
sources. Articles are posted con-
tinuously and new issues of the
publication are declared semi-
annually or as adequate mate-
rials accumulate.

One especially interesting
feature of the first issue of the
electronic journal is the discus-
sion of the role of ecology in
shaping management policy.
One paper explores the prob-
lems managers have today with
traditional descriptive ecology,
which does little to address sys-
tem dynamics at meaningful
scales, while seven additional
commentaries enrich and chal-
lenge that view. A sampling of
other articles includes the resil-
ience and restoration of lakes;
the relation between threatened
species, their protection, and
taboos; and using ants as
bioindicators. An electronic

public forum is also available to
facilitate discussion among
readers.

Conservation Ecology already
boasts 5,000 subscribers and is
a great forum for the exchange
of ideas on the application of
ecology in resource manage-
ment. Access to the Internet
publication and e-mail subscrip-
tions are free of charge. To sub-
scribe send an e-mail message
to subscribe@consecol.org contain-
ing only “subscribe conserva-
tion-ecology” in the body of the
text. Prospective authors will
also find article submission in-
structions by visiting the web
site.

Paleontology
publication planned

Researchers in the paleontol-
ogy of national parks now have
an opportunity to publish their
most recent work in the up-
coming third volume of Na-
tional Park Service
Paleontological Research. With
earlier versions appearing in
1993 and 1995, this nonpeer-
reviewed publication features
brief accounts (5-6 page mini
papers) of recent original pale-
ontological research occurring
within units of the national park
system. Vincent Santucci, Re-
source Management Specialist
and paleontologist at Fossil
Butte National Monument,
Wyoming, will serve as editor
and is now soliciting titles for
the volume. Interested contribu-
tors should submit their titles to
Santucci by December 15 at
(307) 877-4455;
vincent_santucci@nps.gov. Ac-
cording to Santucci, “A collec-
tive work such as this illustrates
the diverse and often cutting-
edge research going on in parks.
It demonstrates our apprecia-
tion of the efforts of paleontol-

ogy researchers and will help
foster future work.” The publi-
cation is sponsored by the NPS
Geologic Resources Division.

New angle on kudzu
control

A September 7 article by
Rick Bragg in the New York
Times described a new biologi-
cal control effort to fight the
“legendary weed” kudzu. Origi-
nally from Asia, kudzu has
evaded ecologically safe and
effective control in the South-
eastern United States for more
than 50 years and is a problem
in numerous units of the na-
tional park system. In research
funded by the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice and the Department of
Energy, North Carolina Univer-
sity researchers are introducing
a caterpillar, the soybean
looper, into kudzu fields. The
insect eats the kudzu and sub-
sequently dies from wasp larvae
previously injected into them.
The Forest Service may test the
strategy in remote areas of na-
tional forests where heavy
equipment or herbicides are a
threat to other organisms.

Old problem, new
solution?

Park visitors will always feed
wildlife to some extent, and
rangers will always grapple with
finding the best deterrent. How-
ever, a photo processor in Banff
National Park in Alberta,
Canada, has discovered a novel
approach to addressing the age-
old problem. The September
issue of National Geographic re-
ports that an “exasperated
photo shop manager” began
including warnings on his cli-
ents’ photos when the images
depicted the unsafe and illegal

behavior of a person feeding
park wildlife. Parks Canada fol-
lowed suit by printing 40,000
cards that several photo proces-
sors now distribute on their be-
half whenever these kinds of
pictures are processed. The
cards depict the international
symbol— —printed over pic-
tures of people feeding several
kinds of animals; they are
printed in four languages and
carry the message, “A Fed Ani-
mal is a Dead Animal.” The park
reports a positive response and
plans also to place the cards in
hotel literature.

I&M Program releases
first annual report

The first comprehensive an-
nual report of the Inventory and
Monitoring Program is avail-
able on the Internet at http://
w w w. a q d . n p s . g o v / p u b s /
i&mann96/cover.htm. Hard cop-
ies are also now available. The
five major parts of the report de-
scribe the parks where proto-
type monitoring is being
developed; provide summaries
of inventories of soil mapping,
vegetation mapping, geologic
mapping, base cartographic
data, bibliographic databases,
and water quality; give accounts
of various resources in the parks,
including glaciers, aquatic and
terrestrial communities, forest
insects and diseases, listed spe-
cies, fishes, birds, mammals, and
others; and briefly describe data
management in the program
and the I&M Training Program.
The report gives readers good
insight into the many threats to
natural resources in the national
park system.




