Electronic journal
launched

The Ecological Society of
America recently launched Con-
servation Ecology, an electronic,
peer-reviewed, scientific journal
that is available on the World
Wide Web at http://
www.consecol.org/Journal.
Editor-in-Chief C.S. Holling
writes in his inaugural editorial
that the publication does not
focus on traditional ecological
research, but interdisciplinary
communication and insight.
This “is a new journal covering
a new application of science,
using a new medium. It requires
novelty and experiment”

Papers are organized around
the themes of synthesis, re-
search, insight, and perspective.
They deal with the topics of (1)
the conservation of ecosystems,
landscapes, species, popula-
tions, and genetic diversity; (2)
the restoration of ecosystems;
and (3) the management of re-
sources. Articles are posted con-
tinuously and new issues of the
publication are declared semi-
annually or as adequate mate-
rials accumulate.

One especially interesting
feature of the first issue of the
electronic journal is the discus-
sion of the role of ecology in
shaping management policy.
One paper explores the prob-
lems managers have today with
traditional descriptive ecology,
which does little to address sys-
tem dynamics at meaningful
scales, while seven additional
commentaries enrich and chal-
lenge that view. A sampling of
other articles includes the resil-
ience and restoration of lakes;
the relation between threatened
species, their protection, and
taboos; and using ants as
bioindicators. An electronic



public forum is also available to
facilitate discussion among
readers.

Conservation Ecology already
boasts 5,000 subscribers and is
a great forum for the exchange
of ideas on the application of
ecology in resource manage-
ment. Access to the Internet
publication and e-mail subscrip-
tions are free of charge. To sub-
scribe send an e-mail message
to subscribe@consecol.org contain-
ing only “subscribe conserva-
tion-ecology” in the body of the
text. Prospective authors will
also find article submission in-
structions by visiting the web
site.





