Integrated pest
management and the
white-tailed deer

Densities of white-tailed deer
have increased to probably the
highest recorded levels in the
eastern United States. The dis-
tribution of the species across
its former range may also have
changed drastically. These
changes are probably attribut-
able to fragmentation of habi-
tat, creation of urban greenbelts,
spatial changes in agricultural
landscapes, changes in availabil-
ity and types of agricultural
crops, restrictions of hunting
season and bag limits, elimina-
tion or reduction of lands for
hunting, and predator control.
In their 1997 paper, “A planning
process for managing white-
tailed deer in protected areas:
integrated pest management”
(Wildlife Society Bulletin
25(2):433-439), NPS biologists
Michael A. Coffey
and Gary .H.

Johnston discuss
how the integrity
of protected areas
(such as parks)
may be impaired
by the density of a
deer population,
and that hands-on
management may
be necessary. The
authors promote
integrated pest
management that
is based on (1)
clear, precise goals and objec-
tives, (2) problem identification,
(3) and the development and
implementation of scientifically
valid monitoring. The authors
provide alternative manage-
ment, a decision key that assists
managers with the completion
of specific and necessary ac-
tions, and an alternative key that
provides alternatives ranging
from those with the least eco-



logical, economic, sociological,
and political effects to those that
are most difficult to implement.





