GREAT LAKES

Piping Plovers nest at
Apostle Islands

After a fifteen year hiatus, the
federally endangered Piping Plo-
ver has once again nested on
Long Island within Apostle Is-
lands National Lakeshore. The
lakeshore, consisting of 21 islands
and a mainland unit surrounded
by Lake Superior in far north-
western Wisconsin, was estab-
lished in 1970. In 1986, Long
Island (now a barrier spit) was
added to the lakeshore, in large
part to protect nesting Piping Plo-
ver habitat. Despite this action,
the bird species had not nested
in the lakeshore since 1983—that
is, until this year.

For years, lakeshore staft and
cooperators have been on the
lookout for the bird on Long Is-
land in the spring. During migra-
tion, they are occasionally seen,
but nesting was not occurring.
However, in 1998, Sumner
Matteson, a Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
(DNR) avian biologist, saw a pair
of Piping Plovers exhibiting
courtship behavior. A scrape was
later found with four eggs. To
protect the nest from mammal
and avian predators, an exclosure
was placed over the nest. It
worked—three eggs have success-
fully hatched.

Protection of these birds has
truly been a cooperative effort. In-
volved are park staff, the Bad
River Tribe, the DNR, the US.
Fish and Wildlife Service, re-
searchers from the University of
Minnesota, and The Nature Con-
servancy. This nest is indeed im-
portant, not just for the lakeshore,
tribe, and cooperators, but also
for the Great Lakes Piping Plo-
ver population. Although over
800 pairs nested throughout the
Great Lakes historically, no more
than 20 pairs have done so in the
last 15 years. R,



