Small parks significant
for biodiversity

Authors M.B. Falkner and T}J.
Stohlgren (1997. Evaluating the
contribution of small national
park areas to regional bio-
diversity. Natural Areas Journal
17(4):324-330) collected infor-
mation on species richness of
vascular plants, mammals, and
birds in 44 national park system
units in the former NPS Rocky
Mountain Region. The data re-
vealed that because of species
composition differences among
units, small units add a consid-
erable number of species to re-
gional species lists. An esti-
mated average of 718 species of
plants, birds, and mammals in-
habit a 100-km? (39-mi?) reserve
and includes 84 species unique
to the system. If the same
amount of land were added to
existing units, this would add
only 35 species to a large, seven
to a medium, and one to a small
reserve. Most small parks in the
region were initially established



as cultural or historical sites.
The authors’ study, however,
revealed the significance of the
smaller units as biological refu-
gia, dispersal corridors, and mi-
gration corridors or rest stops.
Small units have a dispropor-
tionate share of regional bio-
diversity and an understated
role in the conservation of
biodiversity in the region.



