Size and Scope

his issue is our longest since 1986. At 40 pages, it clearly demonstrates the awesome

scope and complexity of preserving natural resources in the parks. Several articles
describe resource disturbances: gizzard shad at Chickasaw NRA exhibit malignant tumors,
and the cause remains a mystery; hiking within a popular river canyon at Zion alters the
habitat of aquatic organisms; and biodiversity associated with eastern hemlock stands in
two mid-Atlantic parks could be at risk if an exotic insect infestation continues to take its
toll on the forest. Conversely, at Point Reyes the elephant seal is making a comeback,
albeit with such fervor that several new management issues have arisen. The stories also
remind us that ingenuity, determination, and teamwork aid success. This is evident in
reports on the ambitious watershed restoration activities at Whiskeytown, the desert
tortoise population studies in the Mojave Desert, and the development of plant propaga-
tion programs in several parks. Our cover story goes to the heart of a nearly universal
management issue: what to do with composted human waste from backcountry toilets,
and the authors offer a relatively simple treatment option that is sensible, sustainable, and
has broad applicability. Finally, Superintendent Karen Wade shares a personal account of
the value of science in making management decisions. Her uplifting comments speak of
hope and the need to keep the momentum going toward the preservation of park natural
resources. This issue contributes in that vein. h
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