Popularity of
parks affects
policy making

National parks are fa-
vorite destinations of na-
tional and international tourists.
The steadily increasing popular-
ity of parks reflects the rising
popularity of outdoor recre-
ation, which places substantial
pressure on national parks and
has important implications for
the long-term preservation of
park resources. If human recre-
ation dominates the manage-
ment of a park, preservation is
jeopardized and the case for
biocentric ecosystem manage-
ment is weakened. The viabil-
ity of such parklands becomes
threatened. In her article “Na-
tional parks and the recreation
resource” (Denver University
Law Review 74(3):847-58), au-
thor Jan G. Laitos examines the
growth of recreation as a use of
leisure time, the increased visi-
tation of public lands (includ-
ing national parks) by people
who wish to enjoy the out-
doors, and the subsequent shap-
ing of fundamental manage-
ment policies for national
parklands.

This article is part of a spe-
cial emphasis issue of the Den-
ver University Law Review that
examines numerous legal issues
relevant to the management of
national parks. Entitled “Na-
tional Park System Sympo-
sium,” the issue runs about 300
pages and includes several ar-
ticles specific to natural re-
source management issues:
“Preserving nature in the na-
tional parks: Law, policy, and
science in a dynamic environ-
ment” by Robert B. Keiter;
“Ecosystem management and
its place in the National Park
Service” by John Freemuth;
“The problem of statutory de-
tail in national park establish-
ment legislation and its relation-



& ship to pollution con-

trol law” by Robert L.
Fischman; “Repairing

#7  the waters of the na-
tional parks: Notes on a
long-term strategy” by Eric
T. Freyfogle; and “ANILCA: A
different legal framework for
managing the extraordinary
national park units of the last
frontier” by Deborah Williams.
Details on the issue are avail-
able on the Web (www.de.edu/
law/lawreview/ home.html).





