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Popularity of
parks affects
policy making

National parks are fa-
vorite destinations of na-
tional and international tourists.
The steadily increasing popular-
ity of parks reflects the rising
popularity of outdoor recre-
ation, which places substantial
pressure on national parks and
has important implications for
the long-term preservation of
park resources. If human recre-
ation dominates the manage-
ment of a park, preservation is
jeopardized and the case for
biocentric ecosystem manage-
ment is weakened. The viabil-
ity of such parklands becomes
threatened. In her article “Na-
tional parks and the recreation
resource” (Denver University
Law Review 74(3):847-58),  au-
thor Jan G. Laitos examines the
growth of recreation as a use of
leisure time, the increased visi-
tation of public lands (includ-
ing national parks) by people
who wish to enjoy the out-
doors, and the subsequent shap-
ing of fundamental manage-
ment policies for national
parklands.

This article is part of a spe-
cial emphasis issue of the Den-
ver University Law Review that
examines numerous legal issues
relevant to the management of
national parks. Entitled “Na-
tional Park System Sympo-
sium,” the issue runs about 300
pages and includes several ar-
ticles specific to natural re-
source management issues:
“Preserving nature in the na-
tional parks: Law, policy, and
science in a dynamic environ-
ment” by Robert B. Keiter;
“Ecosystem management and
its place in the National Park
Service” by John Freemuth;
“The problem of statutory de-
tail in national park establish-
ment legislation and its relation-

ship to pollution con-
trol law” by Robert L.
Fischman; “Repairing

the waters of the na-
tional parks: Notes on a

long-term strategy” by Eric
T. Freyfogle; and “ANILCA: A
different legal framework for
managing the extraordinary
national park units of the last
frontier” by Deborah Williams.
Details on the issue are avail-
able on the Web (www.de.edu/
law/lawreview/home.html).

Midsize carnivores
losing ground in the
West

In the West, midsize carni-
vores like the fisher, marten,
wolverine, and lynx have be-
come as scarce as the wild
places they inhabit. These ani-
mals inhabit old-growth forests,
and like wolves and grizzlies,
avoid roads, clear-cuts, and
people. Before the turn of the
century, midsize carnivores
were common throughout the
Rocky Mountains and the Cas-
cades and all but the lynx
ranged south into the Coast
Range and the Sierra Nevada.
The increasingly sparse abun-
dance of the animals is attrib-
utable to trapping and mostly
to loss of habitat from burgeon-
ing development and logging of
old-growth forest.

Information about the abun-
dance and distribution of these
species in the West has been ex-
tremely scarce because, unlike
wolves and grizzlies, the mid-
size carnivores have not been
the focus of researchers. For
years, the lack of scientific in-
formation has impeded federal
listings and concomitant pro-
tection of the species by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. Cut-
backs or pending cutbacks of
the USDA Forest Service bud-
get have precluded comprehen-

sive studies of midsize carni-
vores by that agency. Powerful
profiteers and governmental
agencies with missions that op-
pose the conservation and pro-
tection of natural resources
have repeatedly thwarted at-
tempts to curtail loss of old-
growth forest by various enti-
ties. In addition to loss of
habitat, the persistence of mid-
size carnivores is threatened by
trappers in Idaho and Montana.
The entire study population of
a researcher in Montana was
caught and killed by trappers in
the early 1990s. Logging roads
throughout western forests not
only fragment the habitat of
midsize carnivores but also per-
mit disturbances of sensitive
habitats by four-wheelers and
snowmobilers and access of re-
mote areas by poachers. “Mid-
size carnivores” in the West des-
perately need assistance with
their fight for survival, but in-
stead “are losing ground” (Joel
Bourne. Defenders 72(3):14-21).

Exotic species: a costly
burden

“The war against [exotic
plants] takes doggedness and a
long-term perspective. . . . If we
want our natural areas to have
the species diversity and scenic
beauty they deserve, we must
give nature a hand” (Tenen-
baum, D. 1996. Weeds from
hell. Technology Review 99(6):
32-40). Highly aggressive, per-
sistent, and noxious exotic
plants are the primary threat to
many natural and restored na-
tive ecological communities.
The survival of millions of acres
of such communities depends
on the removal of the exotics.
More than 4,000 floral and fau-
nal exotic species are able to
survive without human help in
the United States. Of these, 79
species cost the nation an esti-

mated $97 billion dollars be-
tween 1906 and 1991 in dam-
age to agriculture, industry, and
health. The damage from exot-
ics to biological diversity has
not been expressed in terms of
dollars; however, according to
E. O. Wilson, Harvard Univer-
sity biologist and authority on
preserving biological diversity,
invasion by exotics has prob-
ably been the largest cause of
extinction through most of hu-
man history. Many, if not most,
biologists are convinced that a
reduction in diversity robs natu-
ral communities of resilience to
recover from natural disasters
such as fire or storms. A reduc-
tion in diversity also constitutes
an elimination of genes and sub-
stances that benefit medicine,
industry, and agriculture.

The takeover by exotic spe-
cies is hardly natural. In the ab-
sence of their natural predators
and competitors, they can rap-
idly outcompete native species.
The author provides examples,
a few of which are given here.

The Australian tree mela-
leuca displaces all native vegeta-
tion in wet and dry areas. In
Florida, it dominates 500,000
acres and colonizes 50 acres per
day. Hydrilla, a water weed,
chokes 75,000 acres of rivers in
Florida. Like many aquatic
weeds, hydrilla jumps from one
lake to another on boats and
boat trailers. Kudzu, the vine
that ate the South, can grow as
many as 50 feet per year and
smothers everything in its path,
including buildings, trees, and
utility poles. In the Northeast
and Midwest, Eurasian water
milfoil, a submerged plant, and
purple loosestrife, a showy wet-
land flower, aggressively and
comprehensively replace native
wetland vegetation. The stench
from decomposing purple loos-
estrife is oppressive. Cheatgrass
in the West carpets 100 million
acres. It is highly combustible
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