Midsize carnivores
losing ground in the
Yest

In the West, midsize carni-
vores like the fisher, marten,
wolverine, and lynx have be-
come as scarce as the wild
places they inhabit. These ani-
mals inhabit old-growth forests,
and like wolves and grizzlies,
avoid roads, clear-cuts, and
people. Before the turn of the
century, midsize carnivores
were common throughout the
Rocky Mountains and the Cas-
cades and all but the lynx
ranged south into the Coast
Range and the Sierra Nevada.
The increasingly sparse abun-
dance of the animals is attrib-
utable to trapping and mostly
to loss of habitat from burgeon-
ing development and logging of
old-growth forest.

Information about the abun-
dance and distribution of these
species in the West has been ex-
tremely scarce because, unlike
wolves and grizzlies, the mid-
size carnivores have not been
the focus of researchers. For
years, the lack of scientific in-
formation has impeded federal
listings and concomitant pro-
tection of the species by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. Cut-
backs or pending cutbacks of
the USDA Forest Service bud-
get have precluded comprehen-



sive studies of midsize carni-
vores by that agency. Powerful
profiteers and governmental
agencies with missions that op-
pose the conservation and pro-
tection of natural resources
have repeatedly thwarted at-
tempts to curtail loss of old-
growth forest by various enti-
ties. In addition to loss of
habitat, the persistence of mid-
size carnivores is threatened by
trappers in Idaho and Montana.
The entire study population of
a researcher in Montana was
caught and killed by trappers in
the early 1990s. Logging roads
throughout western forests not
only fragment the habitat of
midsize carnivores but also per-
mit disturbances of sensitive
habitats by four-wheelers and
snowmobilers and access of re-
mote areas by poachers. “Mid-
size carnivores” in the West des-
perately need assistance with
their fight for survival, but in-
stead “are losing ground” (Joel
Bourne. Defenders 72(3):14-21).



