Channel Islands 1&M
reports available

In the 1980s, Channel Islands
National Park (California) de-
veloped a program to inventory
and monitor natural resources
(see Ecological Monitoring in
Channel Islands National Park
at wwwnature.npx.gov/z}n/c/zzk/



content.htm). This program was
designed to be long term and
ecosystem-based. Additionally,
the program was intended to
provide park managers with
regular assessments of ecosys-
tem health by determining lim-
its of natural variation, diagnos-
ing abnormal conditions,
identifying potential agents of
abnormal change, and prescrib-
ing remedial treatments.

The biologists responsible for
monitoring at the park produce
an annual report for each pro-
gram component. These re-
ports are a description of the
monitoring activities and con-
ditions for a given year and a
summary of that year’s data.
Abstracts of these reports are
available for review at the NPS
I&M Web site weww.nature.nps.
gov/z'm/cﬁzk/aé;lzkz‘]ztm. The fol-
lowing annual report abstracts
on monitoring are available:
1982-96 kelp forest, 1982-87
tidepool, 1990-92 seabirds,
1989-93 marine debris, 1994-95
beach lagoon, 1993-95 terres-
trial vertebrates, 1993-94 land
bird monitoring, Santa Rosa Is-
land water quality inventory
(1995), and Status and Trend of
Island Fox on San Miguel Island
(1998).

Additionally, the Kelp Forest
Monitoring Design Review
(1996) abstract is accessible on
the Web site. Monitoring design
review is a formal process of
evaluation by managers and sci-
entific peers of the results of a
monitoring program after sev-
eral years of data collection.
This review process, essentially
a course correction, is critical to
ensure that monitoring is pro-
viding the information and sta-
tistical power that is needed by
park management. The park in-
tends to conduct such a review
for all of its monitoring proto-
cols. To date, only the Kelp For-
est Monitoring Program has un-
dergone this review.



Photocopies of the reports
and program protocols may be
obtained for a fee from the NPS
Denver Service Center, Techni-
cal Information Center; P.O.
Box 25287; Denver, CO 80225-
0287; 303-969-2130; e-mail: zzc-
_work_orders/requests@nps.gov.





