Ungulate fence design
improved

Members of the California
Department of Fish and Game
and the founding president of



Desert Wildlife Unlimited are of-
fering an improved fence design
to protect water sources for na-
tive ungulates (Andrew, N. G., L.
M. Lesicka, and V. C. Bleich. 1997.
Wildlife Society Bulletin 25(4):
823-25). They set 1.5-m-long #
posts on 3-m centers and placed
horizontal rails of either 25-mm
steel pipe or 15-mm steel rebar
at 50 and 100 cm above the
ground. The rails were either
welded or wired to the outside
of the uprights. An additional t-
post was attached to alternate
uprights at a 30-degree angle on
the inside of the enclosure to
strengthen and stabilize the fence.
The fence required about 30%
less material and was less expen-
sive than most earlier designs of
such fences. The fence permits
access by native ungulates but
precludes access by feral equines
(or livestock). The fence was
placed around eight water
sources in the field and was moni-
tored 1989-95. Evidence of feral
asses outside each of six
exclosures was seen on all 127
inspections. Evidence of feral
asses inside one enclosure was
seen only once, namely when the
fence had been dismantled by
vandals.



