Fire and ecosystem
management

A symposium at the 1997 an-
nual meeting of the Ecological
Society of America (Fire for res-
toration of communities and eco-
systems. Bulletin of the Ecologi-
cal Society of America 79(2):
157-60) addressed (1) fire as a
necessary and viable option for
ecosystem restoration by forest
land managers; (2) operational
use of fire in restoration in a com-
plex and sometimes hostile
sociopolitical environment; (3)
definition of a natural fire regime
for a particular ecosystem; and (4)
duplication of natural fire regimes
by management plans that in-
clude prescribed fire. The over-
whelming message by speakers
at the symposium was that fire
must be an integral component
of ecosystem management be-
cause its prevention in ecosys-
tems where it was formerly com-
mon produced profound
alterations in historic ecological
conditions. The speakers re-
flected the 1996 policy by the
Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture that
“Wildland fire will be used to pro-
tect, maintain, and enhance re-
sources and, as nearly as possible,
be allowed to function in its natu-
ral ecological role” The sympo-



sium clearly established the need
for and successful results of res-
toration with fire. The policy
must be brought to fruition not
only on federal land but in natu-
ral ecological communities in all
ownership.



