Guest editors, ideas
wanted

Park Science occasionally pub-
lishes thematic issues that explore
topics of special interest to re-
source managers. The bulk of
such issues is devoted to the in-
depth treatment of the topic. The
departments of the publication
(Highlights, Information Cross-
file, and the others) are unaffected
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and continue to report their re-
source management news in the
usual way. Examples of past
themes are “Global Change” (vol-
ume 10(4)) and “Pollution in
Parks” (volume 6(4)). Our next
issue (volume 20(1)), in the works
for more than a year, will be titled
“Social Science—Useable Knowl-
edge for NPS Managers”
Thematic issues are commonly
put together by a guest editor (or
editorial team) who sees a need
and has the interest, ability, and
specialized subject-area knowl-
edge to solicit, gather, review,
edit, and prepare the bulk of the
materials for the issue. The edi-
tor serves as a technical consult-
ant to the guest editor during
development of the concept and
materials for the thematic issue,
and is responsible for the layout
and design of the issue, its print-
ing, and circulation. The Park Sci-
ence Editorial Board reviews the
materials for these issues and may
also aid in their development.
Planning for a thematic issue
begins with a proposal submit-
ted usually one to two years be-
fore release of the publication. A
proposal states the theme, its
timeliness and relevance to the
publication audience, and the ar-
ticle treatments envisioned to sys-
tematically cover the topic. It also
describes a process and approxi-
mate time line for announcing the
issue, inviting contributions, and
reviewing and preparing the ma-
terials for publication. Finally, it
spells out the qualifications of the
guest editor. The Park Science
Editorial Board considers pro-
posals based on the currency of
the topic, applicability of the ma-
terial, budget, and publishing
schedule. If selected, the editor
and guest editor outline their re-
spective roles and responsibilities
and begin work on the project.
Topics suggested recently for
thematic issues have included
hazardous materials, damage as-
sessment procedures, GIS, eco-
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system management,
and the contributions
of various NPS opera-
tions to the Environmen-
tal Quality Initiative. If you
would like to serve as guest edi-
tor to bring one of these ideas to
fruition, or if you have a proposal
for a thematic issue and a guest
editor who could pull the mate-
rials together, please contact Park
Science editor Jeft Selleck (jeft_
selleck@nps.gov). Proposals for
thematic issues and nominations
of guest editors are accepted at
any time.
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