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Corrections

Omission
Last issue, the article on el-

ephant seals at Point Reyes (vol-
ume 19(1):30-31) failed to
acknowledge the financial sup-
port for the project from Canon
U.S.A., Inc. Since 1995, Canon
has provided over $3,500,000 in
cash and equipment to 49 parks
through Expedition Into the
Parks, a grants program admin-
istered by the National Park
Foundation. We apologize for the
omission.

URL in error
Also last issue, the Information

Crossfile piece entitled “Popular-
ity of parks affects policy mak-
ing” cited a faulty URL for the
full-length text on the World
Wide Web. The URL should
have read www.du.edu/law/
lawreview/home.html.

Tortoise what?
Lead author Jeff Lovich (“Stud-

ies of reproductive output of the
desert tortoise…,” Park Science
19(1):22-24) pointed out a hu-
morous error in the caption for
figure 3 that ran with the article.
A publication layout problem ob-
scured the final word of the last
sentence such that it read, “Nests
are often constructed in the
mouth of a tortoise.” The miss-
ing word was “burrow.”

Any inconvenience this may have
caused for the tortoise (or the au-
thors) is regretted. —Editor

Guest editors, ideas
wanted

Park Science occasionally pub-
lishes thematic issues that explore
topics of special interest to re-
source managers. The bulk of
such issues is devoted to the in-
depth treatment of the topic. The
departments of the publication
(Highlights, Information Cross-
file, and the others) are unaffected

and continue to report their re-
source management news in the
usual way. Examples of past
themes are “Global Change” (vol-
ume 10(4)) and “Pollution in
Parks” (volume 6(4)). Our next
issue (volume 20(1)), in the works
for more than a year, will be titled
“Social Science—Useable Knowl-
edge for NPS Managers.”

Thematic issues are commonly
put together by a guest editor (or
editorial team) who sees a need
and has the interest, ability, and
specialized subject-area knowl-
edge to solicit, gather, review,
edit, and prepare the bulk of the
materials for the issue. The edi-
tor serves as a technical consult-
ant to the guest editor during
development of the concept and
materials for the thematic issue,
and is responsible for the layout
and design of the issue, its print-
ing, and circulation. The Park Sci-
ence Editorial Board reviews the
materials for these issues and may
also aid in their development.

Planning for a thematic issue
begins with a proposal submit-
ted usually one to two years be-
fore release of the publication. A
proposal states the theme, its
timeliness and relevance to the
publication audience, and the ar-
ticle treatments envisioned to sys-
tematically cover the topic. It also
describes a process and approxi-
mate time line for announcing the
issue, inviting contributions, and
reviewing and preparing the ma-
terials for publication. Finally, it
spells out the qualifications of the
guest editor. The Park Science
Editorial Board considers pro-
posals based on the currency of
the topic, applicability of the ma-
terial, budget, and publishing
schedule. If selected, the editor
and guest editor outline their re-
spective roles and responsibilities
and begin work on the project.

Topics suggested recently for
thematic issues have included
hazardous materials, damage as-
sessment procedures, GIS, eco-

system management,
and the contributions
of various NPS opera-
tions to the Environmen-
tal Quality Initiative. If you
would like to serve as guest edi-
tor to bring one of these ideas to
fruition, or if you have a proposal
for a thematic issue and a guest
editor who could pull the mate-
rials together, please contact Park
Science editor Jeff Selleck (jeff_
selleck@nps.gov). Proposals for
thematic issues and nominations
of guest editors are accepted at
any time.

Science scholarship
program announced
for 2000

The Canon National Parks Sci-
ence Scholars Program will award
scholarships to eight doctoral stu-
dents in 2000. Each student se-
lected will receive $25,000 per year
for up to three years to conduct
dissertation research in the na-
tional parks. In addition, four hon-
orable mentions will be awarded
a one-time scholarship of $2,000.

The competition will focus on
four research topics within the
biological, physical, social, and
cultural sciences. Selected by the
National Park Service, the re-
search topics are of critical im-
portance to the management of
the national park system. Students
applying for 2000 scholarships
must submit dissertation propos-
als that address these topics.

For an application and guide-
lines, contact Dr. Gary Machlis,
Program Coordinator, Canon
National Parks Science Scholars
Program, Natural Resource Stew-
ardship and Science, National
Park Service, 1849 C Street NW
(MIB 3127), Washington, D.C.
20240; gmachlis@ uidaho.edu or
visit www.nps.gov/socialscience/
waso/acts.htm. Applications are
due 1 June 2000. Winners will be
announced shortly after 7 August
2000.

Highest natural
resource honors
bestowed
The National Park Ser-

vice recently presented five
individuals with its 1998 Di-
rector’s Awards for Natural Re-
source Stewardship. The honors
recognize outstanding achieve-
ments in the protection of eco-
system health in parks. The
awards were given during Sep-
tember at the Society of Ecologi-
cal Restoration’s annual meeting,
held at the Presidio in San Fran-
cisco. This year’s winners have
fought to prevent exotic plants
from destroying native vegeta-
tion, developed programs to in-
ventory and monitor park plants
and animals, and applied science
to help managers make sound
decisions.

Kathy M. Davis, Chief of Re-
source Management with the
Southern Arizona Office (Phoe-
nix) is the recipient of the
Director’s Award for Natural Re-
source Management. She is rec-
ognized for her leadership in the
development and implementa-
tion of the NPS Resources Ca-
reers Initiative. Under Kathy’s
leadership, the Resources Careers
task force conceived, developed,
and completed professional, ca-
reer-ladder position descriptions
and classification evaluation
statements in natural and cultural
resource series and in interdisci-
plinary series. Her efforts affect
every resource manager in the
National Park Service by creat-
ing a framework for profes-
sionalization and success. Addi-
tionally, Kathy serves as an
effective resource manager for 10
small parks in southern Arizona.

William Halvorson is the Co-
operative Park Studies Unit
Leader at the University of
Arizona—USGS Biological Re-
sources Division. Halvorson is a
champion of research applicabil-
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