Social sciences & eco-
system management of
national forests

The USDA Forest Service
applies ecosystem management
to national forests. A research
social scientist of the bureau
(Allen, S. 1997. A social scientist’s
view of ecosystem management.
Journal of Forestry 95(9):48) ex-
plains that ecosystem manage-
ment of the forests exceeds res-
toration and maintenance of
ecosystem functions and provi-
sion of goods and services. It
expands social services. Ecosys-
tem management of the forests
requires increasing the under-
standing of social and economic
systems and their links with bio-
physical systems, widening the
scales of inventories, exploring
alternative models of collabora-
tion and decision making, and
turning spaces into places. In-
ventories are made not only of
fauna and flora, but also of past
and present uses of natural re-



sources, of economic and non-
economic values of such uses,
and of people’s knowledge and
attitudes about national forests.
One such inventory was of the
social, economic, biological,
and physical conditions of the
144-million-acre Columbia Ba-
sin to provide managers with
information. In ecosystem man-
agement of national forests, in-
volvement with public land
stakeholders exceeds that re-
quired by the National Environ-
mental Policy Act and provides
a steady stream of communica-
tion with the public for better
management of resources by
many entities. In its infancy is a
plan of having the public iden-
tify places and common visions
for public land management.



