William B. Robertson I

Pioneering Everglades scientist and
ornithologist, William B. Robertson
I, died at his home in Homestead,
Florida, in January. He was 75.

Robertson was a graduate stu-
dent in 1950 when he came to the
Everglades to study the park’s breed-
ing birds. The following year, he
was hired by the Park Service and
began a 46-year federal career
studying the ecosystems of south
Florida. His research on wildfire dur-
ing the 1950s was revolutionary and
paved the way for incorporating fire
in the management of the park’s
pinelands and grasslands. His work
was also influential in changing the
way park managers across the na-
tion view the ecological role of fire.

Robertson was dear to his col-
leagues, who often called him, sim-
ply, “Dr. Bill” Gary E. Davis, NPS
Senior Scientist at Channel Islands
National Park (CA), summed up
his passing this way: “We can all
learn from his farsighted examples
of thoughtful study and compas-
sion for nature. The darity of his
vision and depth of his understand-
ing will be missed” P,
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