
4 • P A R K  S C I E N C E

H I G H L I G H T S

ALLEGHENY-CHESAPEAKE

Fort Necessity restoration
begins

Tucked away in the Allegh-
eny Mountains of western
Pennsylvania is a small patch
of land where the first shots
of the French and Indian War
were fired. Today the site is
known as Fort Necessity Na-
tional Battlefield, and a new ef-
fort is under way to restore the
park to its 1754 historic scene.

The National Park Service is
assisted by Peggy Johnson
(paj6@psu.edu), Associate Pro-
fessor of Civil Engineering at
Pennsylvania State University,
who will lead the portion of
the project that involves resto-
ration of the stream that runs
through the park. “Over the
last 200 years there have been
a lot of changes made to that
piece of land,” Johnson says.

John Karish, Chief Scientist
with the NPS Philadelphia Sup-
port Office, says, “A lot has
happened to that land since the
battle was fought in 1754. It
became a farm, the stream was
dredged and straightened, and
some land was drained.”

Johnson explains that the site
was originally a natural mead-
ow fed by a winding stream.
When the land was turned into
a farm, the stream was
straightened and drain tiles
were installed to dry out the
marshy stream.

Johnson’s yearlong mission
will be to assess the park’s cur-
rent conditions and make rec-
ommendations on how best to
restore the meadow so that it
will look more like it did in
Washington’s time.

The battle at Fort Necessity
occurred on July 3, 1754,
marking the beginning of the
French and Indian War where
the English and French battled
for control of the North Ameri-
can continent. The war ended

with the French expulsion from
North America in 1763.

“Washington originally
chose that site because it was
one of the few areas where he
could build a fort and see the
area around him,” Karish says.
The site, also known as the
Great Meadows, was described
by Washington as “a charm-
ing field for an encounter.”

The fight marked Washing-
ton’s first major military en-
gagement and the only time he
ever surrendered to an enemy.

Birds surveyed at Pennsyl-
vania parks

Large tracts of public land,
such as national parks, have
become more isolated because
of increased development and
urbanization, changing land
uses, and habitat fragmenta-
tion within the eastern United
States. These tracts of land are
valuable for the long-term
maintenance of biological di-
versity and the functional in-
tegrity of ecosystems.
Therefore, the National Park
Service has determined the
need for in-depth inventorying
and monitoring of animals and
plants within national parks
and historic sites in Pennsyl-
vania. The Park Service, in con-
junction with Pennsylvania
State University, is conducting
a comprehensive inventory
program for birds at Allegh-
eny Portage Railroad National
Historic Site, Eisenhower Na-
tional Historic Site, Gettysburg
National Military Park,
Hopewell Furnace National
Historic Site, Johnstown Flood
National Memorial, and Valley
Forge National Historical Park.

The objectives of this re-
search project are to obtain a
comprehensive inventory data
set on birds at the parks and
to develop guidelines for es-
tablishing a long-term sam-
pling plan to monitor birds at

the parks. To meet
these objectives, two
years of bird surveys
are being conducted at
the parks using standard
methodology. Bird surveys
will be based on special needs,
taxonomic groups of interest,
habitats, and the infrastructure
of each park. Ultimately,
guidelines for establishing
long-term sampling plans to
monitor birds based on these
inventories will be developed.
Selecting protocols to survey
birds, establishing permanent
sampling points, and collect-
ing data on bird populations
will lay the groundwork for
developing a long-term sam-
pling plan to monitor birds at
the parks.

Researchers completed
breeding season and fall-migra-
tory bird surveys between 25
May and 10 October 1999
(table 1), and also conducted
inventories of winter bird com-
munities at the six parks. Re-
searchers also recorded a total
of 15 species during the breed-
ing season and 14 species dur-
ing fall migration that have been
identified as birds of manage-
ment concern by the National
Audubon Society and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (table
2). Bird inventories for the re-
search project will continue to

be conducted during
all seasons through
spring of 2001. Infor-

mation on bird com-
munities obtained from

the research and guidelines
for continuing the bird inven-
tories will be valuable for moni-
toring bird populations and for
sampling specific taxonomic or
functional groups of birds
within units of the national
park system in Pennsylvania in
the future.

Reptiles, amphibians, and
invertebrates inventoried

Researchers at Penn State
University—Katharine L. Derge
(kld8@psu.edu), Richard H.
Yahner, Ke Chung Kim, and
John R. Grehan—in coopera-
tion with NPS natural resource
staff, are conducting a two-
year inventory of reptiles, am-
phibians, and terrestrial
invertebrates at Gettysburg
NMP and Eisenhower NHS.
The inventory is part of the
NPS Inventory and Monitor-
ing Program, and is being
funded both by it and Eastern
National Parks and Monu-
ments Association. The data
will be used to evaluate the im-
pacts of proposed landscape
rehabilitation outlined in the
new general management plan
for Gettysburg.

Table 1.
Number of bird species detected
during the 1999 breeding and fall
season surveys at six units of the
national park system in Pennsylvania

Park Unit Number of Bird Species
Breeding Season Fall Migration

Allegheny Portage NHS 53 45
Eisenhower NHS 65 48
Gettysburg NMP 82 74
Hopewell Furnace NHS 64 46
Johnstown Flood NM 47 33
Valley Forge NHP 83 74
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