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Alcatraz Bird Census
Dear Editor,

The article entitled “Alcatraz bird census … or the
ABC program” in the spring 2000 issue of Park Science
[20(1):6] contains several inaccuracies. Ranger Brett
Woods did found the Alcatraz Bird Census (ABC) in the
early 1990s. However, after his brief stint on the island
ended, I took over ABC program management. The pro-
gram hardly “languished” as the article stated. Instead, it
ran successfully until I left the island in 1997.

I worked on Alcatraz from 1991 to 1997. Among my
myriad duties, I served as Natural Resources
Coordinator for the island. I recruited, trained, and
supervised the volunteers that conducted the ABC until I
left for Everglades National Park in 1997. During my
tenure as “Birdman of Alcatraz,” the ABC did quite
well. There was no apparent need for changing the cen-
sus procedures or database management. I was therefore
disturbed to note that the article suggested that the ABC
stagnated or stopped after Woods’ departure.

Wilfredo Reyes
Park Ranger
Everglades National Park

Golden Gate NRA regrets the article’s tone. However,
the decision to standardize methods for recording bird
frequency and occurrence data on Alcatraz along with
regular reporting has improved the value of the informa-
tion. For example, the area search protocol1, now used
on Alcatraz and at other areas in the park, distinguishes
birds on land from those on water, information that was
useful to park management in a recent environmental
impact statement. The technique has other benefits,
including its widespread usage. Database management
evolved to reflect the needs of the protocol, and the soft-
ware was changed to meet the NPS standard.

1Ralph, C. J., G. R. Geupel, P. Pyle, T. E. Martin, and D. F.
DeSante. 1993. Handbook of field methods for monitoring land-
birds. USDA Forest Service, Publication PSW-GTR-144, Albany, CA.

Axtell and Vequist take on new challenges
Last spring, Mike Soukup, the Associate Director for

Natural Resource Stewardship and Science, announced
the selection of Craig Axtell as Chief of the new
Biological Resource Management Division.
Headquartered in Fort Collins, the new division will help
carry out the thrusts of the Natural Resource Challenge
to protect native and endangered species and their habi-
tats and to aggressively control nonnative species. The
division was funded and established in FY2000.

In taking the new position, Axtell left his job with
Rocky Mountain National Park where he served as
Chief of the Division of Resource Management and
Research. His career with the National Park Service
spans 25 years and also includes positions as Park
Planner and Economist with the Denver Service Center
and Resource Management Specialist at Everglades and
Isle Royale National Parks. He graduated from Colorado
State University with a B.S. in forest science and an M.S.
in natural resources management.

Since coming on board in May, Axtell has been busy
setting up Exotic Plant Management Teams to address
the problem of invasive plants in parks. Four teams are
currently operational and have begun exotic plant eradi-
cation efforts at parks in the National Capital Region,
Chihuahuan Desert and shortgrass prairie, Hawaiian
Islands, and Florida. Other functions of the new division
are national coordination of threatened and endangered
species management, integrated pest management, tech-
nical assistance with animal trapping and wildlife veteri-
nary operations in parks, and advice to parks on other
complex biological resource issues.

Also making a switch in jobs is Gary Vequist, who
was recently selected as the Associate Regional Director
for Natural Resource Stewardship and Science in the 13-
state Midwest Region. Duty stationed in Omaha,
Nebraska, Vequist formerly served as Chief, Resource
Management and Visitor Protection, at Carlsbad
Caverns National Park in New Mexico. He replaces Ron
Hiebert, who transferred to the Colorado Plateau
Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit at Northern Arizona
University in Flagstaff, Arizona, last December.


