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Before his assignment at Carlsbad, Vequist held posi-
tions as the Alaska Regional Resource Manager for
seven years and supervisory resource manager at Glacier
Bay National Park, Alaska, for eight years, in addition to
numerous other seasonal park positions. He earned a
B.S. in zoology from Washington State University and an
M.S. in environmental quality engineering from the
University of Alaska. He brings to his position broad
experience working with species inventorying and moni-
toring, fire and cave management, visitor protection pro-
grams, and scientific research.

Ecosystem valuation website launched
Are you looking for ways to increase the relevance of

your park’s resource preservation goals and projects in
the eyes of park visitors, neighbors, and other con-
stituents? While justifying such programs and actions
strictly on economics would be folly, economics should
not be ignored and can help managers evaluate which
preservation projects to undertake and how to justify
their expense. Resource managers may find the website
“Ecosystem Valuation” helpful in understanding how
economists value the beneficial ways that ecosystems
affect people. Written and developed by Dennis King
(University of Maryland) and Marisa Mazzotta
(Univeristy of Rhode Island), the site is designed for non-
economists who need answers about the benefits of
ecosystem conservation, preservation, or restoration. It
provides a clear, nontechnical explanation of ecosystem
valuation concepts, methods, and applications.

The website contains: a discussion of the purposes and
context for ecosystem valuation (The Big Picture); a non-
technical overview of the economic theory of benefit esti-
mation (Essentials of Ecosystem Valuation); descriptions
of specific valuation methods, including both dollar-
based measures and nonmonetary measures (Dollar-
Based Ecosystem Valuation Methods, and Ecosystem
Benefit Indicators); case study illustrations of each
method; practical considerations related to the methods,
including when each method is most appropriate, and
the links to sources of related information (Links); and
opportunities to provide feedback and share your experi-
ences as you develop and use estimates of ecosystem ben-
efits (Feedback).

The URL for Ecosystem Valuation is 
www.ecosystemvaluation.org/. The site is funded by the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

“Book Review” continued from page 5

Section IV—

Incorporating Scale Concepts 
in Ecological Applications

This section describes how managers and scientists can
effectively apply concepts of scale to natural resource
management. Flow
chart (i.e., word)
models, tables, and
diagrams effectively
support the text and
illuminate how we
use scale to measure
environmental change
and how scale affects
research, management,
and most important-
ly policy. Discussion
of policy issues
include air pollution
and salmon in the
Pacific Northwest, fire, and global climate change, each
demonstrating a perspective that all resource managers
should consider.

Conclusion
Covering the complexity of the scale topic, this volume

represents an important compilation of information on a
topic that is often misunderstood, and one for which little
attention is paid (although, thankfully, this seems to be on
the decline). Although technical, this book provides full
exposure to the scale issue in ecology and is an important
reference for researchers and resource managers who are
working to understand and preserve ecological function in
parks. The authors and editors have combined to provide
a needed examination of a very important topic. In sum-
mary, why purchase all those books on scale when just
one will do? The mountain of information alone stuffed
into this one book should prompt all parks to get a copy
and have it on hand as a quick and ready reference.
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“Highlights include
scale-oriented reviews
of ecological theory,
ecosystem manage-
ment, relationships to
policy and decision
making, experimental
design, and measuring
environmental
change.”
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