Ecosystem valuation website launched

Are you looking for ways to increase the relevance of
your park’s resource preservation goals and projects in
the eyes of park visitors, neighbors, and other con-
stituents? While justifying such programs and actions
strictly on economics would be folly, economics should
not be ignored and can help managers evaluate which
preservation projects to undertake and how to justify
their expense. Resource managers may find the website
“Ecosystem Valuation” helpful in understanding how
economists value the beneficial ways that ecosystems
affect people. Written and developed by Dennis King
(University of Maryland) and Marisa Mazzotta
(Univeristy of Rhode Island), the site is designed for non-
economists who need answers about the benefits of
ecosystem conservation, preservation, or restoration. It
provides a clear, nontechnical explanation of ecosystem
valuation concepts, methods, and applications.

The website contains: a discussion of the purposes and
context for ecosystem valuation (The Big Picture); a non-
technical overview of the economic theory of benefit esti-
mation (Essentials of Ecosystem Valuation); descriptions
of specific valuation methods, including both dollar-
based measures and nonmonetary measures (Dollar-
Based Ecosystem Valuation Methods, and Ecosystem
Benefit Indicators); case study illustrations of each
method; practical considerations related to the methods,
including when each method is most appropriate, and
the links to sources of related information (Links); and
opportunities to provide feedback and share your experi-
ences as you develop and use estimates of ecosystem ben-
efits (Feedback).

The URL for Ecosystem Valuation is
www.ecosystemvaluation.org/. The site is funded by the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. %



