New book showcases geology of Utah parks

Utah’s parks and monuments contain some of the most spec-
tacular geology and landscapes found anywhere in the world. To
celebrate Utah’s geologic parks during the millennium year, the
Utah Geological Association (UGA) published a guidebook that
highlights the geology of the state’s parks and monuments
(Sprinkel, D. A., T. C. Chidsey, Jr., and P. B. Anderson, editors.
2000. Geology of Utah’s Parks and Monuments. UGA Publication
28. 644 pages. ISBN 0-9702571-0-4).



WED :-_ I;I ol or § 1'_!' i :I! __ The book is viewed as a
PARKS and HONUNENTY model for other states as
{ 1 far as its comprehensive-
ness, readability, and use-
fulness in explaining geol-
ogy. It describes the geol-
ogy of five national parks
(Arches, Bryce Canyon,
Canyonlands,  Capitol
Reef, and Zion), five
national monuments in
the national park system
(Cedar Breaks, Dinosaur,
Natural Bridges, Rainbow
Bridge, and Timpanogos Cave), and one NPS-administered
national recreation area (Glen Canyon), as well as one BLM
national monument, one BLM national recreation area, 10 state
parks, one geologic area, and one tribal park. In addition, the
book has several topical papers, including a survey of paleonto-
logical resources in Utah’s national parks and monuments.

A companion CD-ROM also is available (Anderson, P. B., and D.
A. Sprinkel, editors, Geologic Road, Trail, and Lake Guides to
Utah’s Parks and Monuments, UGA Publication 29, ISBN 0-
9702571-1-2). This compact disc contains road, trail, and lake logs
that serve as geologic guides through most of the parks described
in the book. The CD-ROM provides general descriptions of each
park’s geology and detailed descriptions of many geologic features
at selected stops. The guides are intended for any park visitor inter-
ested in geology, as well as geologists, teachers, and students.

The National Park Service played a major role in the develop-
ment of the publication and compact disc. Five NPS employees
wrote parts of the book, while an NPS employee prepared one
section of the compact disc. In addition, the NPS Geologic
Resources Division provided financial support in developing the
book and helped find and coordinate writing by NPS authors.




