A guide for managing coral reefs

Coral reef ecosystems are one of the nation’s most diverse
ecosystems and are very valuable for fisheries, recreation,
tourism, scientific research, education, and shoreline protection.
Indeed, the value of most coral reef ecosystems is estimated to be
in the billions of dollars. They are also fragile and face increasing
stresses from many sources.

In 2000, the ecosystem science and conservation working
group, an ad hoc committee of the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force,
prepared a booklet to assist those involved in planning and man-
aging coral reefs (Coral Reef Protected Areas: A Guide for
Management. National Park Service Publication D-1449. 17pp.)
Both federal and state agencies helped prepare the guide. The
Park Service was a contributor to the booklet and compiled,
edited, and published it. The guide is intended for use in devel-
oping coral reef management plans and reviewing plans for pro-
tected areas. Although the booklet is principally concerned with
protected coral reefs under U.S. jurisdiction, it can assist those
managing coral reefs elsewhere.

The guide has 13 elements, each of which is covered in one or
two pages. References are provided at the end of many of the
sections for those seeking additional information. Among the 13
elements are: planning and stakeholder cooperation; marine
wilderness areas; enforcement; mapping; monitoring; restora-
tion; and education and outreach.

Copies of the document may be obtained by contacting James
Tilmant, NPS Water Resources Division, 1201 Oak Ridge Dr.,
Fort Collins, CO 80525. The guide is also posted on the Internet
in PDF format at http://coralreef.gov/blueprnt.pdf. %



