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Editor’s note: The following book review
combines two separate but coordinated
reviews. We begin with Superintendent
Jim Hammett’s appraisal of the applicabil-
ity of carrying capacity research in park
management. Social scientist Bill Hammitt
then concludes with a brief examination
of the science of carrying capacity models
for national parks. The two shared similar
summaries of the book’s premise, incor-
porated here into the first review. I found
their perspectives on “magical” numbers
particularly interesting.



A social scientist’s view

IN NORWAY, SCIENTISTS CAN APPLY
to the Norwegian National Science Board
for a fellowship during the last five years of
their careers to compile and publish their
lifetime research. This results in a coher-
ent and holistic record of valuable research
through the publication of monographs
and books. The process of collecting and
synthesizing research findings is a valuable
alternative to the ordinary practice of U.S.
scientists, who are expected to publish
brief, disjointed journal manuscripts until
their dying days. Bob Manning, with the
recent publication of Parks and Carrying
Capacity: Commons Without Tragedy, has
followed the Norwegian practice of com-
posing a comprehensive monograph of his
lifetime research concerning resource and
visitor experience conditions in national
parks.

Researchers and park scientists will find
the first half of Manning’s book a great
resource summary of the concepts and
theories that underlie carrying capacity
research. The material on social norms,
limits of acceptable change, and selection
of park management indicators and stan-
dards will not be new to many scientists;
however, Manning does an excellent job



of packaging this material into a readable
format. The information in chapters 2-5,
though familiar to many, is essential for
what I consider the most valuable con-
tribution of this monograph: the “Visual
Research Method.” Chapters 6-8 docu-
ment the visual resource approach and
simulation methods for testing visitor use
capacities that Manning and his staff have
pioneered in the Park Studies Laboratory
at the University of Vermont. This is the
first comprehensive documentation of this
widely used application to study capacity
problems in parks, and is a most valuable
resource in itself.

While I praise the author for adding this
welcome resource to the scientific litera-
ture, the research it describes is not without
its critics. Many researchers do not believe
in the concept of carrying capacity and
the setting of magical numbers of users as
a park management strategy. Neither does
Bob Manning! It is unfortunate that “car-
rying capacity” appears in the title of the
book, for Manning makes it very clear that
this book is about managing resource and
visitor conditions within acceptable limits.

As a colleague who has respected Bob
Manning’s research concerning visual
resource management, I read his new book
before being asked to review it. I recom-
mend that other researchers and students
read it as soon as they can for they will find
digesting the material well worth the effort.
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