Dear Park Science Editors:

It was with great interest that I read your winter edition of Park
Science, which focused on the topic of soundscapes research and

management.

I am the Artist-in-Residence (AiR) Pro-
gram coordinator at the South Rim of
Grand Canyon National Park, which hosts
anew year-round program, joining the
well-established North Rim seasonal pro-
gram. This season, the South Rim program
is hosting three artists whose artwork is
related to the issue of ambient sounds.
Soundscapes is not only a scientific focus,
but also a new discipline that has clearly
caught the imagination of contemporary
artists.

Our park’s artist program is unique in

a few ways. We are the only NPS AiR
program that operates year-round and
the only program that has expanded its
criteria to encourage participation from
cutting-edge, conceptual, contemporary
artists who are directly engaged in issues
that concern the parks. These issues
include, but are not limited to, conserva-
tion, effects of global warming, indigenous
people’s rights, land and water use rights,
and issues associated with noise and light
pollution.

I see a real opportunity for collaboration
between scientists and artists who are
studying and looking for solutions to the
same issues that affect our parks and our
world. If any of your contributing scien-
tists or readers are interested in making
some of these connections, I would be
most happy to facilitate that.

For more information on the artists who
are addressing these urgent issues, please
visit our “selected artists” page: http://
www.nps.gov/grca/supportyourpark/
selected-artists.htm.

Of particular interest to soundscape scien-
tists will be the following artists:

+ “Cowboy” Randy Erwin, “vocalist
& yodeler,” whose original music in-
cludes collected ambient sounds, both
natural and man-made (AiR Novem-
ber 2009; cowboyrandy.com)

« Andrew Demirjian, “media artist,”
who intends to “take field recordings
at consistent times around the South
Rim, at varying elevations and con-
trasting degrees of scale capturing
intimate and vast sonic textures.” (AiR
July 2010; andrewdemirjian.com)

» Aaron Ximm, “sound artist,” whose
work intends to “help keep the quiet
parts of the world to speak for them-
selves.” (AiR September 2010; www.
quietamerican.org)

Thank you for this timely and interesting
edition of Park Science and for the oppor-
tunity to let our NPS scientists know what
is going on in the parallel world of the arts.

Sincerely,

Rene Westbrook

Coordinator, South Rim Artist-in-
Residence Program

Grand Canyon National Park
Rene_Westbrook@nps.gov




