Evidence of the strong chord struck by the Vail conference celebrating the National Park Service's 75th
anniversary is contained on page 14 of this issue. The monumental job of assessing “who we are and what for us is
true” (to quote a hymn) that started in October 1891 in Vail. Colorado, is continuing throughout the Service. Rick
Smith’s observations succinctly state the feelings of others who contacted the editor, whiie Loren Fraser's letter
acknowledges the bases for these feelings and describes the steps being undertaken at the directorate level to
invalve the entire Service in addressing them. Itis just such lively and open expressions that keep hope very much
alive, and which juslify pride in our present as well as our past.



