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his lavishly
re fe re nc e d
work chroni-
cles the so-
cial reaction
of rural com-

munities when traditional
activities are criminalized by
the establishment of envi-

ronmental reserves. The author, an assistant professor of history
at Brown University, takes the reader through 150 years of reaction
to the creation of conservation laws that
made illegal previously acceptable pas-
times such as residency, hunting, fishing,
and logging.

If you are like me, your bookshelves are
lined with conservation-related books out-
lining the history of the conservation
movement, the uplifting social setting that led to the creation of
Yellowstone National Park, the setting aside of vast tracts of west-
ern land as national forest preserves, and later, establishment of a
system of national parks and monuments preserving the places
and events that demarcated American history and settlement pat-
terns. Biographies abound of the politicians and patriarchs that
are synonymous with the conservation movement—Marsh and
Muir, the Roosevelts, and many more. Few books have looked at
the seamier side of the conservation agenda—at the people who
at the time had their livelihood, subsistence lifestyle, and freedom
of movement curtailed by the sectioning off of the landscape for
the public good—in effect excluding the local rural public. As
noted by the author, “Landscapes do not magically reshape them-
selves in accordance with the desires expressed in legislation.
Establishing a functioning conservation program would require
not only new laws but new mechanisms for enforcement as well.”

There are lessons to be learned from reading the discussion of
the formation of the Adirondack reserves in New York,
Yellowstone National Park, and Grand Canyon National
Monument. Several books have recently examined past and

recent activities that have affected native cultures. This work, too,
examines the impact of conservation on the inhabitants and prac-
tices displaced by parks and preserves. Park rangers of today can
relate to the reports of the Army’s acting superintendent of
Yellowstone in 1892, documenting the enforcement efforts of the
soldiers when faced with the population settling around the
fringes of the park, “... whose whole subsistence is derived from
hunting and trapping.”

Jacoby cites several oft-repeated assumptions—“myths” in his
words—that still crop up in any discussions of our nation’s con-
servation history. There is one that I found worth examining—

both as the prevailing thought of an earlier
time and one repeated even as we establish
parks a century later. Our earlier parks were
not pristine wilderness areas free of human
intervention but rather were and are, “part
of a pre-existing native world.” Protected
areas were often home to significant human

populations such as was found in Grand Canyon’s Supai Canyon
or included portions of a cycle of nomadic wanderings. Euro-
Americans conveniently wrote these people out of the picture,
following what the author characterizes as a history of pursuing
environmental quality at the expense of social justice. This book
will not be an easy read for some—but it raises questions and
exhaustively documents a history lesson well worth studying. In
the words of the author, “Memory ... is rarely an impartial record
keeper. Details can fade over time. Understandings can shift as
individuals re-imagine the past in light of current concerns.”

William Supernaugh (william_supernaugh@nps.gov) is Superinten-
dent of Badlands National Park, South Dakota.

major elk predators, minimal hunter harvest, and a winter range
that is largely developed. What works for one may not necessari-
ly work for the other. Given that the book often engages in a
Servicewide discussion, I think this point could have been made
more clearly. However, I will be the first to admit that this is a rel-
atively minor and finicky point given the excellent read and
understanding of timeless issues that Preserving Yellowstone’s
Natural Conditions provides.

Ryan Monello is a Natural Resource Specialist at Rocky Mountain
National Park, Colorado. He can be reached at 970-586-1360 and
ryan_monello@nps.gov.
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