Rocky MOUNTAINS

Yellowstone Potpourri

The Wolves of Yellowstone, a
new book by Yellowstone Na-
tional Park biologists Mike
Phillips and Doug Smith, along
with photographers Barry and
Teri O’Neill, was recently pub-
lished by Voyageur Press. Roy-
alties from the sale of the book
support the Yellowstone wolf
restoration project.

The Interagency Grizzly
Bear Study Team has docu-
mented a record year in 1996
for reproduction in the greater
Yellowstone grizzly bear popu-
lation: 33 different female bears
produced 70 cubs-of-the-year
(average litter size 2.1 cubs per
litter). This is the highest num-
ber of unduplicated female griz-
zlies with cubs ever counted in
the ecosystem in 1 year. The
highest number of females with
cubs previously counted was 25
in 1986. The most cubs previ-
ously counted was 57 in 1990.

The park is participating in a
cooperative study to sample griz-
zly bear DNA from hair samples
collected at specially designed
hair-snagging “trap” sites. One
long-term objective of the study
is to develop an alternative
method for estimating minimum
grizzly bear population numbers
within portions of the ecosystem.
In 1996, the study concentrated
on determining an effective, easy-
to-handle bear attractant that
could be used without giving
bears a food reward. Lab work
for determining how many indi-
vidual grizzly bears the collected
hair samples represent should be
finished by the spring of 1997 If



all goes well the study will be con-
tinued in the summer of 1997 with
emphasis on determining the op-
timum spacing distance of hair-
collection sites for the most
cost-effective means of sampling
the population.

Biologists report that a total
of 786 lake trout were taken
from Yellowstone Lake in 1996
by gillnetting operations and
park anglers. The nonnative
fish, discovered in 1994, poses
aserious threat to the native Yel-
lowstone cutthroat trout. Re-
searchers located a major
spawning area around Car-
rington Island in the West
Thumb of the lake during sum-
mer 1996, and are using infor-
mation collected in 1995-96 to
develop a long-term program to
control the invader fish.



