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the tarnished phrase
“wise use” has a chance
of regaining its integrity.

Thomas Hardy wrote,
“If a path to the better there
be, it lies in taking a full look at
the worst.” Science for years now
has had the capability of showing
us the worst and helping us avert
it. So far we have elected instead
to let the park system act it out.
Here’s one fervent Amen on be-
half of the new resolve!

Jean Matthews
Former editor of Park Science

Vancouver, Washington

CD-ROM
We received the Park Science

CD-ROM set, compiling vol-
umes 1-18. This is an excellent
use of technology, and we ap-
preciate your efforts to get use-
ful information to the parks.

Todd Brindle
Amistad National Recreation Area

• • •

Science scholarship
program announced
for 1999

The Canon National Parks Sci-
ence Scholars Program was estab-
lished in 1997 to develop the next
generation of scientists working in
the fields of conservation, environ-
mental science, and park manage-
ment.  It is the first and only
fellowship program of its kind to
encourage doctoral students to
conduct innovative research on
scientific problems critical to the
future of the national parks.

The program is underwritten
by Canon U.S.A., Inc.  Other col-
laborators include the National
Park Service, the National Park
Foundation (NPF), and the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science
(AAAS).  Each year, the program
awards graduate student scholar-
ships in four broad disciplines: the

biological sciences,
physical sciences, so-
cial sciences, and cul-

tural sciences.  The
amount of each scholarship

is $25,000 per year, for a maxi-
mum of three years and $75,000.

The program operates as follows:

1. Students submit dissertation
proposals addressing specific re-
search questions identified each
year by NPS park managers

2. The proposals are evaluated by
scientific panels convened by
the AAAS

3. The AAAS panels select the
winning graduate students
who become Canon National
Parks Science Scholars

4. The NPF transfers scholarship
funds to each student’s university

5. The students complete their
graduate research, write a dis-
sertation, prepare a popular ar-
ticle on the significance of the
research, and give a public lec-
ture about their work

In 1999, the Canon National
Parks Science Scholars Program
will award scholarships to eight
doctoral students.  Four honorable
mentions will also be awarded and
will include a one-time grant of
$2,000.  The 1999 competition
will focus on four specific research
questions described in the 1999
announcement and application.

For a 1999 announcement &
application, contact Dr. Gary
Machlis, Program Coordinator,
Canon National Parks Science
Scholars Program, Natural Re-
source Stewardship and Science,
National Park Service, 1849 C
Street NW (3127), Washington,
DC  20240 or gmachlis
@uidaho.edu.  To download an
electronic copy of the 1999 an-
nouncement and application, visit
the NPS Social Science Web site
at www.nps.gov/socialscience/waso/
acts.htm.  Applications are due
June 15, 1999. PS
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Letters from the past year

Snowmobiles
I write in response to the ar-

ticle “Exposure of snowmobile
riders to carbon monoxide”
[17(1):1, 8-10]. As a backcountry
ranger and winter caretaker at
Kenai Fjords National Park
[Alaska], which allows snow-
machine access, I feel that Park
Science failed its readers in not tak-
ing a strong stance against
snowmachine access in the na-
tional parks. If the NPS mission
involves any semblance of pres-
ervation thinking, it must con-
demn snowmachines. Anyone
who has witnessed snowmachine
use in the national park system
must attest to: disturbances of
wildlife, noise pollution, ground-
water pollution, and destruction
of any aura of wilderness.

Michael O’Brien
Seward, Alaska

Science?
I received my copy of Park Sci-

ence and the book review of Pre-
serving Nature [in the National
Parks: A History—17(2):1, 8].
[Since] I have not read the book,
I will limit my comments to the
short editorial and book review.

It is truly shameful that NPS
revisionists are attempting to de-
monize past park managers for
making parks accessible to gen-
erations of American recrea-
tionists, while promoting the new
biocentric “myth” that science
will lead park managers to aban-
don human values in favor of eco-
system preservation. In fact, to the
extent that future NPS manage-
ment strives to maintain or restore
“pristine” wilderness ecosystems
in parks, then the traditional park
ideal will die, and the American
people will increasingly resent the
obvious damage done to their
landscape experience.

Modern revisionist park man-
agers routinely ignore science
that does not meet with their pre-

conceived notions of the world,
and routinely promote new man-
agement regimes without the
slightest scientific understanding
of the impact on humans. The
most recent examples of revision-
ist mythology resulted in propos-
als for mandatory public
transportation systems and re-
moval of the people’s visitor fa-
cilities. Science is not likely to
provide an enlightened future at
NPS without a major injection of
common sense and proper re-
spect for history and tradition.

Kenneth A. Barrick
Assoc. Professor of Geography
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

(Editor’s Note: Richard Sellars pre-
ferred not to respond to these comments.)

Preserving Nature
Having lived, worked, and suf-

fered through the sloughs of de-
spond that characterized the effort
to create and sustain a credible NPS
science program, I once more raise
my grizzled head and sniff the
breeze created by Dick Sellars’ Pre-
serving Nature in the National Parks
[17(2):1, 8]. Is that real live hope I
smell in the wind? Or just a wish
that will expire as so many previ-
ous signs of hope have done?

The forces for status quo and in-
ertia have carried the day so far,
keeping the still magnificent park
system firmly tethered to the no-
tion that park landscapes should be
moulded to human perceptions.
The emulsification agent that would
allow science—especially ecology—
to join the traditional mix of land-
scape architects, foresters, and
engineers has yet to be found.…

I understand that Director
Stanton has undertaken once
again to resuscitate our still un-
paralleled system and our once
proud Service. If science is at last
guaranteed a seat at manage-
ment’s head table, then perhaps


