
Lim1ted investigations concerning ecology of hydrilla 
1n the freshwater Potomac estuary have been reinstitu­
ted due to a dramatic population collapse in the study 
area in 1989. The collapse. which was unexpectedly 
strong and almost total in several reaches, has spurred 
1nvest1gatlon along several lines. Were such factors as 
turbidity and cloud cover alone enough to cause com­
plete loss of plants? To what extent will hydrilla or other 
local submersed aquatic vegetation repopulate the 
supposedly vacant mche under the environmental con­
ditions extant 1n 1990? Will heretofore weak 



pathgogens and insects play a more dominant role in 
controlling hydrilla where the hydrilla population may 
be stressed? 


