
Gary Davis Earns Superior Service Award 

Research marine biologist Gary E. Davis (right) was presented with a Department of the Interior Honor Award 
for Superior Service by Western Regional Director Howard H. Chapman at a recent superintendents conference. 
Channel Islands NP Supt. William H. Ehorn announced the award, granted in recognition of Davis' devotion to 
duty and outstanding contributions to the park's natural resources management program. In 1980, when Channel 
Islands NP was established, Davis began development of a long-term ecological monitoring program including 
regular checkups of more than 450 plants and animals such as giant kelp, Torrey pines, lobsters, sea lions, 
pelicans, and foxes to indicate the health of park ecosystems. An important aspect is the cooperative interaction 
of local, state, and federal agencies and university scientists from as far away as Florida, Georgia, and Hawaii. 
Its original design and comprehensive scope make this program a model for long-term natural resource monitoring 
in national parks. 
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