Max Peterson Awarded
Wilderness “Silver Axe”

Max Peterson, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service, is
the 1986 recipient of a special Wilderness Award, the
Siiver Axe, in recognition of outstanding leadership in
the preservation of America’s primitive skills heritage.
Specifically, the award recognizes and commends
Peterson’s 1985 decision to deny the Environmental
Protection Agency's request to use helicopters to
retrieve water samples from nearly 500 wilderness
lakes. Instead, Peterson had hundreds of Forest
Service employees do the job, using primitive travel
methods.

Wiliam A. Worl, retired Forest Service manager
who began the recognition seven years ago, told
Peterson: “Your degision kept the faith of the many
dedicated Forest Service crews out there doing their
level best to demonstrate that the Forest Service is
the leading Wilderness Agency. No single action by
Forest Service leadership in recent years has dene
more to bolster the morale or harden the resolve of
field wilderness managers . . . Thanks!”



