To the Editor:

The brief review of “Managing Wildlife with Experi-
mental Rigor? Why Not?” Park Science. Spring 1985
reminded me of a debate | had last fall with Gary
Davis, Research Scientist, Channel Islands. The point
| attempled to make in the debate was that there
should not be a marked distinction between research
and resource management because practitioners in
both groups require the appiication of the scientific
method. The dichotomy that exists within NPS be-
tween research and resources management is an ar-
fifical construct, perhaps due to the careers of indi-
viduals or for historical reasons, which should not
exist. The application of rigorous scientific methodol-
ogy Is necessary if we are to gain knowledge in other
than a haphazard manner.

Itis encouraging to know that others share this idea
and present it more articulately than 1. ¥ hope the
debate continues but the dichotomy dissolves.

Judd A. Howell
Natural Resources Specialist
Goiden Gate NRA



